fe account of the four late Judgments, « 


bow we are bumble 4 by thew. 


OR, 
Simple Informed. 

1" YWeak Chriſtian confirmed, and comforted, 

| VViny Atheiſt covinced , | 
| AND, 

moſt perſwaded to forſake the Broad-w m+ hams 

_ asfaich 10 1s Tex wi 22, 3s he hath bevn' 8 bitter 

ney; & him; def I wich a great 
-* Man that Be i hs ef + who- being- admoniſhed in 
epe 


| his Sickne's to nt, anſwered, he wonld not yet ; 
for, if he ſhould Recover, his Friends and Comp i 


W yd Long at him; and growing ſicker 


org baton,” 


"now 100 
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 Sanof mas, the landſpqxeth ages es 
| Pon Ban pony micynnd _— ae of th 
Sr: » and will ſend ſamint upon it, and will mat leaf 
from it, hos « niſame beaſt to paſs through aud they 
ſo that it be Or if [ bring « ſword ugax that land, C 
Sword po throagh the land, fs that it 91 off man 85 beaſt from 1 Org 
I ſend « Prflilence into that land, and pour out my flvy ven it in blood, ts 
f of fin in an and beef: Thang theſe ree mn woe in it db 
vey neither Song, nor Daxghiers, they o 
be Fraars] 62 the land ſhall be deſolate. Ezekiel 24. yz -+ > 
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The weak Chriftian Confirmed and Conforted. 
I be witty Atheift convinced, &Cc. 
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IR T is the preventing mercy of our hea- 
8 venly Father,to ſpeak. before he ſfrikes ; 
BY to warn before he wonnds ; he beats his 
Drum tefore he draws his Sword : He 
> does not C annmn-like,firit kill and then 
make the report ; but he admouiſhes 
/ = 1; to repent,or elſe he will come againſt 
us : Whereof att inſtance. | | 
N1isiveb had not ftood,if the Prophet hed forborn to ſay, 
It ſhall ot ſtand > bur the meſſage of her Overthrow, 
overthrew the meſſage. Denuntiation of Death wrought 
Life, their Walls and Buildings: food, by letting their 
Tranſgreſſions fall : They turued to.deprecation and repen- 
tance ; and God turned to commuſeration and forbearance, 
Jonah. 3. And Ged love; fo to be ſaved alabour, O that 
we conld have made the N:inevites or patterns Or prece- 
deity, but a while lince ; wi1ea God only Threatned us 
both by his Prophets, the Blazing-ſters, and other ſigns of 
his Diſpleaſure.: thea had our Buildings ſtood, our pover- 
ty, plague, and war bee preventel. Bur we will hold our 
linNs, as Pharaoh held the /ſraclites, untill we be utterly de- 
kroyed. 
| The Lord told Jonah,that there were more thas Sixſcore 
T henſand in the City ſo ignorant, that they conld not diſcern 
berween their right band aud their left, Javah 4.11, And 
A 2 yet 


How London is Refined by Her Late Fire : 
ce them with che Juhabitanes of Lexdox, and 

weunderitand it, 

or he only is wiſe, that is wiſe for 


yet co 
they will be found by fax the wiſer : 
of true wi{dom indeed. 't 


kis owu. Soul- . And that is: true knowledgg, which makes 
0 | 


the knower bleſied. And what faith Owr owr ? 71 bis us 
Life eternal to kyow thee the only true God, ard-Feſus C hri ft 
whoms thew haſt ſemt, John 17. 3. Whence wile Se/omon 
tells us, 7 hat the fear of the Lord is wiſdom, and to depart 
from evil is nnderBanding, Prov. 9. 10. Whence Ms es 
ſaith, Keep the Commandments of God, ard do thems,: for 
this ts your Wiſdom, and Underſtanding, before God and Man. 
Deut. 4. 6, A wiſe man, faith Berzard, fore-ſeeth the 
Torments of Hel, and preventeth them : Whick being ſo, 
whetker we, or the Ninevites are wiſeſt ; let any wiſe 
man judge, 


| yk 

A Sr oxe Tudgwent threatned, (not executed) or one 

Serm2n of but ſeven words , brought more thay 
lixſcore thouſand N;vevites to Repentance, and ſo ſaved 
their C:7y from being deſtroyed. They, their Walls and 
Buildings ſtood, by ing their Tranſgrefſions fall,» But 
London has been theeatned, and made to feel four grievons 
Tudgments, and heard ten thouſand thouſand Sermons ; yet 
ſhe Keperts net, So true is that of Abraham to Drver, 


Luke 16.31. For, if they will not believe Moſes and the | 
Prophets, Chrift 


et d bis ' Apoſtles ; neicher would they 
believe, although God from Heav.z, ſhould rain down 
fire and brimFone upon them , as he did upon the Sode- 
ales. 

. The ſinful profirs and pleaſures of this deceirful world, 
may be reſembled to the Fruit that undid 1 all ; which was 
fair to' the fght, ſmooth in handling, ſweet in caſte, but 
deadly in effet and operation, Or to that Colchian honey, 
whereof Yexophon's Souldiers no ſooner taſted, than they 
were miſerably diftempered ; thoſe that took /tr/e were 
drunk, thoſe that took more were med, thoſe that took weſt 
weredead; So, ſecure Senſualifts, are either intoxicated, 


or infatuated, or killed out-right, with the deceiriulne of 
” n; 
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ſit; and yet perceive not, nor are at all ſeniible of their 
fears or dangers : And 15 not this our caſe? For in the ft 
lace, God hath revealed his #/i# in bis #ord, molt plain- 
ly and fully ; and we have it almoſt in every Houſe : yea, 

od bach writ the Epitomeof his whole Law in every mans 
heart; Mat. 7.12. Whatſoever ye wonld that men ſhould do 
wnto.you ; even ſo do ye nnto them, Yea, we may, or might 
have heard the Goſpe! Preached every day in the week, if 
men did not flight and diſregard it. | 

Ged hath ſent a ſupply of as able Hmſters as the world 
can afford : And they have weoed; and beſeeched us in 
Chriſt's name, that we would not deſtroy our ſelves ; yea, 
all cheir ſcope even in diſcourſing of judgewerr, and the 
fire of bef, hath been but to ſnarch our Souls our of. che 
fire : They bring us tothe brink of the Gulf, that,ſo n_— 
ie with horror, we may never fall into it. Bur alas ! thoſe 
that are in a deep and dead ſleep, cannot be awakened with 
an ordinary call: No ealie voice will ſerve toraiſe a ſoul 
from the death of Sin, and grave of long cuſtom, to the /:fe 
of grace, Yea, let them hear of never ſo many judg- 
mens, they tremble and retent no more, than the /ears 
they lit on, or the ffones they tregd on : Their ſpine Ru- 
pidity, is no more capable of excitation, than the Sy- 
Rock; are of motion, or oe. Billow: of compaſſion. 
Sett. 3. 
JEcondly ,' to this incomparable condeſcenſion of his 
Word, God hath added m:t:ons of other mercies, to ſee 

whether they woald allure and engage us : Forall God's 
bleſſings are as ſo many ſaiters, wooing and perſwading us 
to Repent; yea, they even put on the forms of Clients, 
and pere2:ox us for Repentance. Now God of his 
hath beſtowed ſo many and ſo great mercies upon us, that 
it1s impoſſible to expreſs his bounty therein : For if we 
look innerd, we find our Creator's mercies; if epwerds, 
his mercy reacheth unto the Heavens ; if downward, the 
Earth is full of his goodneſs, and ſo is the broad Sea : 
we.ss, what is it that he hath not given us ? 
the in, Firs to wartn us, Yater to cool and 
A 3 cleanſe 


Air to'brea 


.4 


| How London is Refined by Mer Tute Fore. 1. 


cleanſe us, Cloatbs to cover us, Feed to nouriſh us, Frauts 
to refreſh us,/2ze to cheer us, Delicates to pleaſe us, Braſs 
to ferve us, Angels to attend us, Heaven to receive us; 
And, which is above all, Himſelf, and his ow# Son to be 
enjoyed of us. So that whitherſoever we turn our eyes, 
we cannot look betides his bo:ury. 

God might have ſaid before we were formed ; Let them 
be T eads, Menfters, Infidels, Beg gars, Crippler, Bond-ſlaves, 
Idiots, or Mad-men o long as they live; and after that, 
Caſt-eways for ever and ever : But he hath made us to the 
beſt likgneſs, and nurſed us in the beſt religion, and placed 
us in the beff land, and appointed us to the beff and only 
Inheritance , even to remain with Him in bliſs for ever. 
Yea, thouſands would think themſelv& happy, if they bad 
but a piece of our happineſs. Thou haſt ezes, ask the blind 
whether that be not a bleſſing ? Thou halt e«r,, ask the 
deaf whether that be not a preat bleſſing 2 Thou baſt a 
tongue, What think the dumb of that > Thou bat feer, 
bands,health, hberty, life, reaſon, and many the like ; 15 all 


this nothing ? Yea, others bleed, we ſleep in ſafety ; o- |. 


thers beg, we abonnd ; others farve, we ſwrfeit ; others 
grope in the dark, our Ss (t!1 ſhinzs. Yea, God hath re- 
moved ſo many zv#/s from us,and conterred ſo many good 
things upon us, that they are beyond thought, or imagi- 
nation: For if the whole Have: were tarned into a book, 
and all the Angels deputed wr:cers therein, they could 
not ſet down all the good, which God's love in Chriſt hath 
done us : yea, God is many times working our good, when 
we leaſt think upon him ; as he was creating Adv, a1 
Help meet for him, when he was falt aſleep. And as much 
G0 we owe unto God, for the dangers from which he de- 
tivers us, as for the great mercies and favours he hath 
lwiys beſtowed upon us. 

Though there needs no more to be mentioned, tha! 
tht weareour of Hell, there to fry in flames of fire and 
; --1/oxe,, never tobe freed. And that we have yet the 
\r": Offer of grace here, and everlaſting g/ory hereafter 
1+ ifeaven z where are ſuch joys, as cge bath not ſeen, mt 

ea 


Inn 
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tar beard, neither hath entred into the heart of man to con- 
ceive, 1 Cor. 2. 9. And none bur a Dezty, could have 
found out a way, how Man that had made himſelf wof 
»xhappy ; ſhould, wick a full ſatisfaRtion to exacteſt juſtice, 
be made again: moft hsppy. God ( ſaith . Bernard ) /o loved 
by Son, that he geve him all the world for his poſſeſſion, Pal. 
2. 8, But he lo lovetl the World, that he gave Son and all 
for its Ked:wprion - And again, in another place, if I 
owed my whole ſelf unto thee, for giving me my ſelf in 
my Creation : What have I left to pay, for giving thy ſelf 
for me to fo cruel a death, to procure my Kedempiion 
which wes not ſo cheap as my Creation, Great was the 
benefit, that thoa wouldeſt create me of Nothing : bue 
what tongue can ſufficiently expreſs the greatneſs of this 
Srace , that thou didit Redeem me with ſo great a price, 
when I was worſe than noching ? And indeed, if we are fo 
bound to bleſs God, for his External, Temporal, Inferiony, 
E arthly periſhing benefits ; what praiſe do we owe him, for 
che lefting fraits of his Eternal love and nwercy ? and how 


_ thaukfal (honld we frive to be? We are full of thy goodneſs , 


O chat our hearts could run over with thankfulneſs ! For 
favors beftewed, and deliverances from danger, bind to 
gratitude , or elſe the more bonds of duty, the more plagues 
for mgleft, The contribmion of bleiſiogs, require retr:bution 
of thanks ; or will bring 4ſtrib#tion of plagues. But therein 
lies the defeR, and our preſent miſery. 

Then to add a word of Ged's long-ſuffering, to thee in 
parcacular , who art one of his worlt. enemies : Why 
walt thou not with :hy Hoyler, like Zimri inthe arms of 
Corbi, ſmitten in the very Act of thy Adultery ? Why was 
not thy Soxl with bers, ſent coupled into the fire of Tor- 
ments ? as your bodies were undivided in the Flame of we- 
cleaneſs , while thy month is open to ſwear and blaſpheme : 
why is it not inſtantly fi/!: d with fr ard brimftone ? When 
thou art dead-drunk,, why art thou ſuffered to awake 
agaill alive ? but chis, God waneth ( as in the parable of 
the Fig-tree, Luk. 13.) her, and another year, to trv 
whether thou wile bring forth the fraie of Repentance, ant 
A 4 new 
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- to have brought all the chree Kingdoms upan their knees ! 


| bertered Ly all? Thoſe that were good before are 6et- 


nep Obedience , yet, preſume not ; For, as when men give 
longer daygthey expect larger 'x.4:7 4 » So does Ged : offor 
detault thereof, he w:1! conter a heavier Doom. The fr# 
Feleny thay ſcape with whipping, in hope of amendment ; 
bur the ſecond,much more the ſeventh, meets with (as well 
it deſerves) an Halters Yea, of this be ſure, that if God's 
long- pro ag no Reiormation, this lilent nudge will 
at Lait itrike home : his Revenge will be more extream, 
tian lis Patieuce was remiſs ; and the hrgher the Are is 
lifred up, the deepor ir ns 
Sell.” 4. : 
Jy » God. findin - ia AFOTES tis Word, nor his 
& many Mercies weuld prevail, he hath beat up his 
Dr«m ; and, to fright us the more, he ſer up a Blazcng- 
far, aiid other ftrange ſigns in che Frrmvamemt - we have 
had rumonrs of VV ars, and civil Commotions, And why 
this,but the Lord's goodneſs ? Whoyif like a prudent Prince, 
he makes offers and fames of Y/ar, it is but co mend 
the conditions of Peace, But of all this Ged hath had no 
Rerurn z we have made no improvement thereof, tend- 
ins to Reformation and Amendment. Bur, would Ged 
be ſo ſlighred 2 Or ſuffer his indeavour of bettering us, to 
be made wholly fruſtrate? No: for 
In the foxrth place , he hath laid down his Red and 
Ferula, tÞ take up his Sword : As he hath Meſſengers of 
V'rath, tor thoſe that deſpiſe the Meſengers of his love. 
And, ſeeing nothing elſe would ſerve, he hath vitieed us 
with [ndgnene wp Iudgment, Tear after Tear ; The firſt 
ear he 4ends tous the greateſt Plagne, that hath been in 
o'r Age. The fecond a Fire, the like of which hath 
pot been in this Nation : And with chem both, a grievous 
VV ar , ſetting the Dutch, French, (our near Nei bours) 
and Danes upon us : Three [ndgwents, that were 


A :d made each man cry mightily unto God, and vow all 
poicle Reformation, and Oledience. ; 
But wiere, or how few are there, that are any whit 


—— 
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And'ew Her Poverty-bath abated Her Pride, 7 
rey 3 thoſe that were bad before are the ſame, or worſe, 
In ſ@ much, that there was never More cauſe than now, 
to take vp that complaint of the Propher, Jr. 5. 7 bon haft 
ſmitten them, but they have not forrowed ; thou haſt conſumed 
thens, but they have refuſed to receive correfiion : they have 
wade their faces harder than a Stone, and have refuſed ts 
FEE, Ver. 3» As, . 

O the fearful Condition of an hard-hearted (inner } 
He will rather be confounded, than reformed : As we may 
ſee by Pharaob's example, whom tex Plagnes, one on the 
neck of the other, would do no good upon. And many 
the like : The Graves opemng,the Dead arifing,the T exaple 
reming, the light of the Sun fling Centwrion confeſſing, 
&c. will dono good upon the Scrrbes and Phappſees, Let 
eMalchw be fmitten to the Ground, with the very words 
of our Seaview ; lethim have his right ear cx: off, and 
miraculouſly healed again by him, whom he came to 
apprehend : yet, he will be oue that ſhall lead him bound 
to Pilate, Let the Sedemnites be all firicken blind, for con- 
teſting with Lor and his two Axgels: they will not ceaſe, 
ſeeking his door to break it open ; perliſt they will, untill 
they feel Fire and Brimſtone atout their Ears, Ger. 19. 
Let Ahab be told from the Lord, that if he go to Far, 
he ſhall periſh : yet he goes, and ſpeeds accordingly. 
Yea, let God himſeFf forbid Balaem, to fo with Balack*s 
meſſengers, to curſe the Children of Iſrael , yea, let an 
Angel ſtand in his way with a draws Sword to ſtop him ; 
or! ——_ =O 'Tþ ry _ yet, he 

tohts a and reſolves, 1iſþ,] periſh. And the 
like of Hazacl, 2 King. 8. 12,13. And of the Old V Yorld, 
Gen. 6. What ſhall I ſay ? Reaſon once debanched, is 
worſe than Brutiſhneſs : 1 ſee the ſavageſt of all creatures ; 
Lyons, Tygers,Bears, &c. by aninftina from God, came to 
ſeek the Ark, ( as we ſee Swine, fore-ſeeing a form, run 
home crying for ſhelter ) not one man dg 1 ſe, except 
Noah and his Family. So, none but the well. affected, 
Whoſe hearts it hath pleaſed God to change ty the power 
and efficacy of his /Yerd and Ordinances , have made 


a holy 
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a holy and ſanftified uſe, of the Dreadfull Judgmeny, 


which God hath lately ſent amons|t us, 1 Sem. 10, 26. 
| Sett, 


A $S let me appeal to the judicious, whoſe Piler is 


rettified Reaſon; and the written Word : Why hath] 
God ſent the late //ar ? Ser the French, and Dwtch, and( 
Danes upon us? bt to make us lay down our Arrows, and| 
Arms, wherewiah vie make War againſt Heaven, Why|- 


the Plagwe ? but to Mew uw the plagne of our own hearts, 


Why this general, unlosxed for, and almoſt univerſal 


poverty ? but to cure our abominable and intolerable pride, 
and to humble us. Way this diſmal, and dreadfull Fire p 
but ito prevent the Fre of Hell : For che very end why 
God hath (gat his Judgments amonglt us, is, that he may 
rowſe us our of our careleſs ſecurity, and: bring us to 
repentance. The Lore, faich Elrhn, corretteth man, that 
he might turn away from his emerprizt, and that he might 
keep back, bis ſoul fromthe'pit, and that his life ſhou/d nat 


periſh with the ſword, Job 33.27, 18, 19. We are chaſtned of 


the Lord (ſaith the Holy Ghoſt) that we might not by 
condemned with the World, 1 Cor. 11. 32, God ſufters us 
to be afſlitied, becauſe he will not ſuffer us to be damned ; 
fuch is che $oodne(s of our Heavenly Father to us, that 
eve his awger proceeds from mercy, He ſcourgeth the fleſh, 
that th- {pirit may be ſaved is the day of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Car. 
+5. We learn to know onr ſelves, by that we ſuffer, 
eicher is God feared tifl felr + bur that which makes the 
body ſmart, makes the ſou! wiſe, It 15 good for me, ſays 
Rawmd, that 1 have been afflitted', that ! might learn th 
Sratwtes, We grow wiſe by ezi/s, whereas proſperity be« 
{nfs 18s ( 
Proſperity makes us drankgwith the love of rhis world : 
but as ſleep compoſeth drunkenneſs, 4o thecreſs will bring a 
wan to bimſelf again : Av it did the Prodigal for, Luk. 15. 
A3ain, as fi brings Jadsmentg'-ſo only Repentance 
Peformation will remove it: Tuy & hath k:xd/ed the fire 
of God's wrath, and only Repentaxce and Reformation is 
as 'Fater to quench this Fire : Otherwiſe, co—_ 
wit 


| 
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Al borer Poverty hath dbated Her Zoode. at © 
without Reformation , will pag prevail with God. He. 
will never leave purſuing-tbee,, till che '/ 74irer's 
be thrown over the Wall, Pharach could relew, het 
felt the Flagnes ; but whien they were prer, lowas MRe 
pentance. Bur what ſays the Scrip:#74, He rat confefſeth, 
and forſaketh fis fin, ſhall find mercy, Prov, 2$, 13. Con- 
feſhon,and-Cortulion of /in, mult go together : yea, there 
muſt be a parting wth the right eye, in regard .of pleaſmre ;, 
and the r:ght hand in regard of profits; or it will not paſs 

currant with God. Though inetecd, revernto feck un- 
to Ged, untill-we ſtand in need of lum ; argues, a baſe, 
and not an ingenuous ſpirit. : 

Or, in caſe theſe Judgments will not yet ſerve, may we 
not look for Pheraoh's fare, Judgment after Judgment ? 
untill we be over-whelmed with Judements, and caſt into 
the Burning Lake, out of which there is no Redemprion. 
And let men look to it, for God will firit or laſt, make us 
know ozr ſelves : He will make us either bow or break, Q 
that we had the wir to take _—_— rime | that we 
might prevent it : For God will be fuse to pul! down ow 
ſtomacks, and; have his will ot thoſe that are wedded to 
their own wills; as we may learn by Pharaoh's example. 

And well is it for them, that only ſaffer here : for 

this is more than God owes us. And his Method to 
millions is this : The ſeed was ſown this year, the Lord 
cal for Frait, and none will come; the next year, and 
the next after, and »oxe comes : At laſt the Cmrſe SOCS forth.- 
Never fruit grow on thee more;as it fared with the Fig-tree, 
Cut it down, ard caſt it into the Fire, Luk. 13.6. to 10. So 
that,in caſe his #ord will not rule us, his &ed ſhall : Or, if 
his Red will not yet ſerve, his Sword ſhall be drench'd in 
our gall, and bathed in our 6/ood, Deur. 23. 41,42. Or, 
if we ſcape for a time, yer,our preſervation from one Judg- 
meat, is bur our reſervation to ſeven more, Lex:c,.26. 
Yea, he will ſend a ſucceſſion of Croſſes, ſeven mere, 
and ſeven more, and ſeyen to that, tothe converſion of his 
own, and the confuſion of bis enemies, verl. 14, to 39. 
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ID Ut alas! wilful ſinners conſider none of all this + Fog 
LI notwichſtandinz our crying ſins ' have pierced tt 
Heavens, and brought down fowr moſt fearful J "Mt 
ypon.us ; ſnarch'd away many thouſands in a wee 
red us out of our very Habitatious ; yet, how little ' 
amendment ? yea, is there one prophare wan tarned' init }| | 
or C:vil man become really Rel; go: thereby, that can be 
produced : As tell me,gtlow many,or where are any Swe 
rers, Druchards, Laſcivions perſons, Cheats, Sabbath-bres. 
kers, Sceffers at Religoon, Proud men, and the like, you ca 
name , that, upon theſe dreadful diſaſters, have left their 
wickednels, learned thereby to fear God, and become tru- 
ly and really religious? for my part I am not able to name 
one : Aad the ſame I obſerved , in the great Plagne forty 
years ago, I confeſs, I heard of one, that was convert 
in Oftober lalt by « Dream : (as weak means hall ſerve t 
turn, to an ingenuous nature, and when Ged inten 
ſucceſs ; whereas one ſent ftom the dead, to fore-warn an 
hard-kearred (mner, would never prevail to his amend- 
ments Luke 16. 30, 31.) Thedream, and the preperatve 
which ſetjt home was this; and it's worth the Regiftring. 
A Gentleman having got on a ſumptuous periw:g, of 10 
ſmall price; his friend told him, it was a ſign he lirtle 
conſidered, and laid to heart, why Ged had inflicted ſs ma- 
ny ſore Judgments upon the City and Nation : Was that # 
fic Gard for cheſe times, when God called for mourn 
aad ſack:cleth ? Ty which he gave the hearins,but wichall 
reſolved to continue it. But it pleaſed God,the fame n'gnt 
he Dream'd, thatzas he was pruning his perriwig in a look; 
ing-glaſs, he ſaw Death on tae one lide, with an bowr-gleſ! 
and a Sythe; and Satan on the other (ide, waiting for hi 
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i runpet cry alond, Ariſe ye aean,aut tome ts w; 
And this to5ether with his friends advertiſement the dy 
before, did fo humble and reform him, that he hopes, by 


the grace of Ged, never to return to his former folly : 
at, by ſuch gentle niceans 
od, that 2 OY S bad 


miring the goodneſs of G 


- 
{ 


| And bow Her Prog) batbab ard Her Fride,. 13: 
had opeued his eyes, who hitherto had been blind from 
his birth, touching any thing that was Spiritual. But this 
+ makes more. acainit, then tor thoſe 1have been ſpeaki 
| of W.:ere is the amendment? the general burn- 
liation and retormation which Ged requireth ? And may 
ed we uot then look for greater judgments, -than- yet we 
[1] have felc > For, we call for greater freaks, by nor feeling the 
vl tefſer. O that there were a true, a full, and particular 
«| account taken, and a relatien made, how {onden is Ke- 
«| fined by Her late Fire : And bow Her Portrey hath abated 
io Her Pride } Though it is ealie for auy one to gheſs, by. 
jr] what we daily ſee, and hear, as we walk the Streets: For 
1-| men gre not aſhamed to declare their Pride, Luſt, and 
e| Blaſpbemy in che tace of all men; as the Sodomnites did. 
ry | How proud perſons are humbled, by their poverty, their 
naſty, ſhameleſs, and: od:0w« hg ſatfciently acquaint 
you , without taking notice of their haughty Jooks, 
and garb. Then, how. O«bs and Cnrſes, how Dravken- 
n} neſs and #horrug is abated ; I need not inform you, them- 
| ſelves ſufficiently do it : And: rot the openly 
e| alone, but even thoſe that would be taken for Civil. Isit 
, | notf for men, to ſet upon, and ſollicit women, and 
women men, to filthineſs, as they meet in the open ſtreets 
and to lead each other yo ſome houſe of lin? And fo 
many are there of thoſe Hell-houſen, about the Suburbs of 
;| both Ciriec, and ſo Impudent and Shameleſs they are 3 
| thatif Icould'tell you, you would not believe it, 


v 
d 
of 


In former Apes,all Ad#h ergrs were to be itoned to death, 
the antienter puniſhment was Burning ; Death always, 


| nou in divers forms : I ſhame to think, that C&1fi avs 
| ſhould flight that (in, which both Jews, and Pagans, held 
| everdeadly! True,chere hath been many _ of Humili- 
ation kept,many Prayers made to appeaſe God's wrath, and 
divert his Judgments: but when we yeild toGed touching his 
Commandments, he will yeild to us touching our Perrtroxs, 
Bur alas, fay wbat can be ſaid, and do what can be 
done , theſe Incorrigible wretches will not be warned, 


nor content without their full vengeance ; even, as filch- 
| ing 


14 Him Bondows RePned by Ho the Fly 
ng will not leave the pulferer with rew der, untill it bri 
tim to a brokes acct. They will not believe that .are Or 
dained tgPeriſh. And ſtill che leaf fear,and forrow;whe 
there is moR need. "Take an inftance of this, Our Sailer 
and Soldiers ( as a man would think ) of -alt men ali 
ſhould be fitteſt to Dye : For theſe the Philoſopher would 
not permit, to be numbred amons1t the living ; ( as not 


amongſtthe dead) Yer, for all their many anal eminem| 


dangers, 10 men are 1" "=o of their Souk. - 
. ect, Te : 

Ur what 1s che cauſe of theſe men's confidence, with 
I whom my bulineſs lies > Thouſands have-been des: 
firoyed ihthe Warts,and Thouſangs by the Peſtilence, and 
not a few have ſuffered by the Fire : yet, they have eſcg« 
ped bothywrtlrlite,limbs,and eſtates; therefore why ſhould: 
they be diſmayed? theyrare well enough « As many, if 
they ſmart not, they ſee nor, they care not, = 

' To theſe I anſwer, Cuſtoms of ſucceſs, makes men cone 
fident in their {ins, and cauſeth them to miſtake an arbi- 
trary Tetute, for a Perpetuity': But if they were not meer 
ſirangsers td themſelves,' they could bens ather then con- 
founded irittiemſelves ! Their caſe being like that of De- 
meeles, Whom Drony/ius cauſed to lit in his Chair of State, 
"Abouttdifs with all kinds of delicates ; when over his head 
ſtuns a »fgd ſ=ord, held'up only by. a:ſavall- hair ; and a 
hungry *Lyou ftandins' by, ready to devour him. Yea, 
theſe mens caſe is far worſe than his was : For,while they 
-are dtiNgng, feafting, ſwearing, dancing, whoring, and fear 
nothinig;*the Trap-door falls under them, and they are in 
Hell betors-they ate aware. Their hope makes them j0- 
cund, ff{Ithe Ladder twrns: and chen itis too late, to care 
or crave.” Yea, then the 'proudeſt of thenj all will wiſh, 
(thought too late ) that he had been created a /oathſome 
'oad, or fome abhoyred Serpent ; that ſo his miſery might 
have cloſed up with lis Life. : 

Wherefore, think it not an argument of God's favour of 
difpenfation, that thou, aud thouſands more do proſper in 
their wickediels, that ſome eminent Judgment is not yy 

| Ccuted 
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ces ſpeedily upon them, white they ate contrivin thoik- 
4 deep ku devilli ptors : For,though proſptrons wickedneſs 


ftranjeſs chains, yer, there cantor be 
a greater unhappinets, an heavier curſes that» to proſyer 
in1ll deſigns, and ungracious courſes. Sueh a mar.'s - 
vation is but a reſervation, as it tared with Sodom ad ker 
Sifters, which were preſerved from the laughter of the 
foxr Kings , that God rs rain cown Hy/l from Heaver 
erib, who eicaped the ſtroak of 
the deftreyirg Angel, that he might fall by the ſword of his 
own Sons, I{«. 37. 37, 38. © how happy were it for us 
al, if ordinary means would (ſerve the turn? But not to be 
bertered by the Ford, nor by the Sword, by Mercier, rot 
by Jadgwents ; argues a man hopeleſs : For, both Scrip- 
ture and Experience fhew, that hardneſs of heart, and 
impenirency,under the means which God is pleaſed to uſe, 
is always the harbinger of fome fearfal Plague, /ſar. 6. 
10, 11.' When-God will give a man) over to his Judgments, 
he firſt gives him over to'this Judgment, of an hard md 
impenitent heart. Ard whar does impenitency, but turn 
all-deliverances into farther Curſes and Judgments ? So 
Far furh #man's deliverance, is 2 worſe jad ment, thar: 
i Judgthent from which he is delivered. For ir argues, 
either" os utter forſaking'of them (as deſperate Pariehes 
are given over by their Phy/itien, 1» by ſhould ye be (mitten 
any mere, for ye rebel moye anil more ? ſays God to the ſtif- 
necked.Jews, Iai, 1.5.) Orelſe it argues a reſervation 
of them, for ſame more fearful Plague : If ty rheſe formic+ 
py will not he reformed by me, ſaith God, but walk 
fiubbernly againſt me, then 1 will walk finbbornly againſt you, 
& ſmite you yet ſeven time: more foryour ſins, L,ev.26.18.t040 
As what did it avail Pharaoh, that himſelf was not ſmit- 
ten with many of thoſe /xdgwems,wherin others'periſhed ? 
lt was far from being a mercy, yea, it was a Reſervation 
to the greateſt temporal Judgment of all here , ani of 
that eternal Judgment in the burning Lake. So thatit is 
not {imply our deliverance, but our thankfulneſs for it, 
and after it ; that gives ſufficient proof to cu, 
con.. 
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Conſciences, that God delivered us in mercy-and favoy 
Yea, to proſper in ill nga, and ungracions courſes, and 
to go on in (an uncentrolled,, is. the greateſt Unhappineſ 
the aeeviett Curſe ; for he that uſeth ta doevil,and ſpeeds 
well, never reſts untill he comes to that Evil, from which 
there is no Redemption, 
: RK :----. 
Ecurity is the , certa:w her of Deſtruftion , neither is 
DeitruRtion ever ſo near, as whea Security hath chaſed 
away Fear, 1 Theſ. 5%. | 
I cannot but wonder 'at the bo/dxeſs of ſinners in theſe 
eimes ! They are aſhamed of nothing, they fear nothing, 
they are Sermon-proof, thunder-pr oof, judgment-groef , Nay, 
they do as it were ſend challenges fo ; Ape xk God to 
his face,with their Days-mee"s,and Sixk-mece's, ſuch Canon 
and Cathedral ww (68 as I conld never oelieve upon 
bare report, untill ] had frequently heard chem, Tie 
a4re.yout Ruffians,ond Sons of Belial, even Aonſters of rhe 
Earth, Helliſh miſcreants, Bodily and V:fible Devils \ (ucu as 
- have ſhaken out of their hearts, the ſear of God, the ſpaws 
of Men, the lope of Heaven, and the dread of Hell ; not 
once caring what is thought, or ſpoken of them here, or 
what becomes of thes bereafter : Neither will any means re* 
ſtrain ſuch. Neither Mvſes nor 4 aron,Ceſar nar Pav/.Mi- 
nilter of the Word, nor Miniſter, of rhe Sword, can find 
reverence in their hearts, or obedience in their lives z . ber 
ins like mertle,often fired and quenched 5 ſo chygliſh, that it 
will ſooner break than bow,for they cantemn all Auchari: 
ty, as Boys grown tall, and ſtubborn, contemn the-Rad. 
Indeed,at firtt Shame alone held'them in,but ſhortly ak; 
ter they have brewer faces, ſa bleedleſs rhat they canrot 
bluſh ; and then farewell all good :. ,There is ſome fear tg 
offend, ſome knowledge of good and evil ; ſomeremorſe, 


' Come conſcience while Shame lalts ;, but if ſhame,once de« 


x, knowledge goes, and fear goes, and remorſe goes, and 
2 Crence ne —_ will tarry Gehind Shame ; and when 
ence crulted over with perſeverance, ws hope of returning... 


And maynet their bo/dyeſs, put a bl»ſh upon our _ | 
W 
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And bew Her Poverty hath abated Her Pride, 17 
who are nothing ſo bold in doing Ged ſerfice ? yea, their 
boldneſs makes us ſo baſhfull,and ſhamefac'd, that we dare 
not admoniſh them, nor ſpeak in Chr/?'s behalf, for fear 
they will term us Faxaticks, Quakers, or the like. But will 
God take this well from the one? or be ſo diſowned and 
diſhonoured by the other? No certainly. 


5 a» 


Sea. 9g. IIS 
; Ut to inlarge a little, touching theſe Superlative Sin- 
d ners ; not out of hope to reclaim them, bur to make 


others beware , that are not as yet hardned with tle 
cuſtom of ſin; and given up to the god of this World ; T'le be- 
in with Swearers and Cwrſers, though Drankards Leſt 
, = Bans to lead the Troop, as Judas led the Sonldiers, For 
the Drankard's heart is = Mare mortuwm, wherein no good 
can relide ; Itis a conflaence,or colle&ion of «ll end ; ven 
all ſins,af odions conditions meet in a Drunks'd, as rivers 12 
the Sea, Yea, Drunkenneſs is a fin, which turns a man 
wholly into (in. So that as So/omwon, ſpeaking of the w1r- 
tous woman, ſaith, Many daughters have done virtnouſly,bus 
thou ſurpaſſeſt them all , ſo may I ſay of the Druvkard, 
Many (mners have done wickedly , but thou ſurpafleit 
them all. But 1 ill paſs them : for, that Drunkards by 
| oſs of conſcience,are become Atheiſts - and by leſs of reaſon, 
Beaſts. The drunkard (as if he were infeted with the poy- 
ſon of that Serpent, which is cold in the fourth degree,and 
ſo mortal ). lacks heatto be wrought upor'. Hu heart is 
Adamantine ſtrong 4s a ſtore,and hard as the nether- Milſtere 
Job 41.24. Nayzhe is dead to all means, Why then ſhould 
I ſearch that Sore, which is all dead fleſh ? The lick man 
may hear or feel, the dead can neither : yea, whes a-man 
is dead, chafe him,rwb him, low him, pur Aguavire into him, 
then take bins by the hand, and bid him walk; yer he can- 
not ſtir the lealt joynt, except the ſoul be reſtored : All 
perſwaſions will be in vain. Plants and Stones, lie under . 
the ſame beams of rhe Sun, and ars wet with the ſame 
moſt wre of the clonds ; yer, the Plants ſpring and grow,when 
there is no alteration of the Stones,” An Ethiopian enters 
black into the bath,and lack he comerh ont again. So that 1 
, 4 OC B.go. have 
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'18 Now Londones Refined by Her late Fire: 
have nothing.t6 ſay to them, extepr, Lord have mercy won 
them \ 

As for Swearers, and Cwrſers, they are the principal 
me, that have brought Judgments upon the Land. It is 
for their ſakes, that England now monrns, Jer,23.10. Yea, 
the Prophet Hoſea likewiſe hath told us, that, God bath « 
controver fie with the inhabitants thereof, and that he will turn 

Our £Y into ſhame, for. our Swearing , as you May read, 
Hoſea 4. 1, to 7. And we may well wonder, that our Land 
finketh not nnder us, becauſe of Oaths : For, if He were 
not a God of Infinite patience, He could not endure His 
molt Sacred and Glorious Name to be, ſo many mill:ons of 
times, Blaſphemed in one day, by ſuch impotent, miſe- 
rable, Miſcreants, as we are; Men Swear and Curſe, as if 

Heaven were deaf to their noiſe. Nor do they ſo,. when 

provoked 'only, but many out of cuftom, in their beft 
moods; rhey will even tear their Maker's and Sawviowr's 

name in pieces. As, O the — »umber of oath! 
and blaſphemies, that one black, monthed Hell-hound, ſpit: 
out in defiance of Ged, and all prohibitions to the contra 

'! Infomuch , that ſhould they pay but their twelv&- 

Ehice an Oath, as the Law injoyns , one man's Swearing 

would come to ter thonſand Poun1s, per anunm : And if {oz 

To what a number, will the Oaths amount unto, which 

are ſworn throughour the whole Land ; yea, in ſome one; 

Ale-hauſe or 1 avern, where they fit all day, and a greal 

part of the night, in Troops , doing that in earneſt which 

we have ſeen beys do in ſport, ſand on their heads, and ſhake 
their hecls againſt Heaven. Where, even to hear how the 

Name of God and the Lord Jeſws is pierced, would make! 

dumb man (peak, a dead man nies 1 to quake.” And have 
nor theſe heliſh Miſcreants,theſe bodily and viſible Devils, 


their rogues fired and edged from Hell? when their Lan} - 


Suage is the very Language of Hellzand yet;they call then 
ſelves ' hriſtiaps, and are not aſhamed, nor afraid to ſhen 
_ tier faces in the Temple, and there play the Hypocrites; 
when no!ſooner out ot it, but they are mockers of all ths 


march not under the pay of the Devil,counting all Hypeerin 
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And how Hey Poverty bath abated Hey Pride, 19 


that are holier than they : when none. ſo notoriouſly play 
the Hypocrites as themſelves ; for, while chey are inthe 
Congregation, they pray with a great deal of —_— 
devotion, Thy Kingdoms come,and 7 hy will be done in Eart 
4 it 5 in Heaven ; when they do all rey can to hinder it, 
and to ſer up the Devil's Kingdom : They cry out in che 
words of the Pſalmiſt, As the Hart brajeth for the r1vers of 
waters, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, O God, Plal. 42.1. 1 by 
word is more ſweet unts my mouth, than the Iyxcy and the 
honey-comb, &c. Pſal. 119. when they more regard the 
getting of five ſhillings in money, than the joy of the Holy 
Ghoſt, or the peace of Conſcience ; .and more prize the fil- 
Jing of their Barns and Bellies, than the Bread ard Yater 
of life, or the /ight of God's conmenance. 

Belides,they do more miſchief,by inteRing others, tzan 
they commit in afting the Dev:['s part lingle. For, leſt 
they ſhould not themſelves ſoon enough fill up the mea- 
ſure of their wickedneſs,even boys zn the ſtreets have learn'd 
of thems to rap out Oaths, as frequently as they, and no 
man ſo much as reprove, or find fault wfth them ; yeay 
through the Parerrs accuſtomary Swearing & Carſing,their 
Children have learnt to {peak &»gl h and Oaths togith:r , & 
ſo to blaſpheme God almoſt as ſoon as he hath made them. 

But God himſelf hath ſaid, that his curſe ſtall never de- 
part from the Swearer,Zacha.s. 2. to 5. That himſelf will be 
aſwift witneſs againſt ſwearers, Mal. 3. 5. And that of all 
other liners, he will not hold them oniltleſs, that take bis 
Name in van, Fx0d.20.7. Yea, that /f we do ant fear, and 
dread bis glorious and fearful Name, 1 he Lo'd »xr God, h: 
will make our Plagnes wonderful, and of long continuance, 
and the Plagnes of our poſterity, Deur. 28. 58, 59. 

Now for prevention of this dreadfull and Diabolical 


evil: in ſuch as yer are.not liſted Souldiers in Satan's black. 


Regiment; Tt would be obſerved,that ſwearing and curſing 
isa (in not more wicked than ic is ſimple and irrational : 
For there is neither profit, nor pleaſure, nor credit, nor a- 
ny the leaſt appearance of good, to provoke or intice men 
unto it, as iN other (ins, Only this they gain thereby, that 
they ſhall vex othe#r,and others ſhall hate there. Again, 


20 How London © Refined by Her late Fire : \ 


Againit is a lin,which of all other (ins, we have the moſt 
power to abſtain from : for, did Swearers burt'ply their 
twelve pence ax Oath, 15 the Law injoyns, men could, 
would leave it ( thougu not npon pain of Hell and Dan 
nation.) Yea, 1 have great cauſe to think, that if Swe 
ing, and Cariing, were leſs Damnable, and that God h 
not ſo ſtrictly forbid it, men would not uſe it ſo frequent- 
ly. As how ſhould it be otherwiſe? There hath been ſold 
and given, an hundrei thouſand dreadfull Books, againſt 
Swearing and Curling, within this twenty years laſt paſt, 
and few of themſelves, but have read, or heard them rea 
and yer they Swear and Curſe more than ever they did: 
and will not this prove bitterneſs in the end? Ohowſaditi 
to conlider,what man's nature 1s! As what more commot 
fwith Men, Women, and Children, than to affe forbidd 
rut * yea, tie more it is forbidden, the more praQtiſed 


and the more /nfwll,the more ſweet to a great many : As i | 


fared with our Firſt Parents, whoſe ſweet Apple, coit chen 
and vs both dear and bitter Sauce. Stollen waters are ſweet: 
ſays Solomon,and hid Bread ts pleaſant, (ſweet inthe Aomt 
þ «i bitter in the Bewels) Prov.9.17,18. And it is evident 
that men love this tin, meerly becauſe it is a great (114, and 
God moſt ftrialy forbids it ; and blaſpheme out of me 
malice to,and contempt of God, which is molt fearfull,and, 
as a man wold think, ſhould make it urpardonable ; I an 
ſare the Pſalmrt hath a terrible word for all ſuch, if they 
would but take notice of it ; Let them: be con7omnded, tha 
erauſorcſs without a cauſe, Plal. 25. 3. 
Set, 10. 

Nd ſo much to ſhew, ow Swearers and Cirfers are 
Reformed,upon occaſion of God's Judgments inflited 
upon the Nation. Then for Proud perſons } you may ealily 
ſee and know, how they are Humbled by their Poverty,even 
themſelves ſufficiently tell you ; for, though the Lord, on 
purpoſe to humble us, hath, belides other ſore Judgments, 
ent ſuch a general Poverty amonglt us,and purpoſely taken 
away or Riches, the fuel of our taunting, ( as there isn0 
plaſter like!poverty and ſhame,to pull down proud fleſh:) Yet 
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ol if Ged had nothins to do with them, and they as little ca- 
id red for His wrathfull diſpleaſure. How baughcily do men 
and women walk ? How audaciouſly do they prank and 
ſtrut it in the ſtreets ? with ſtrerched-out-necks, wandring 
eyes, aud ſcornfull countenances ; mincing ic with their 
feet ; plumed with monſtrous and abominable Perriwigs, 
fearfil to behold 1 without once bluſhing : when they can- 
not but perceive, that all, who are modett and diſcreet, do 
hate and ſcora them for it. Yea , what long and 
large Locks, does every baſe fellow grace himſelf 
withall > though his Perriwig coſts more money than he 
1] bath in hispurle, or more than all the cloaths on his back 
| are worth, were they offered to ſale. Yea, not ſeldome 
ſhall you ſee,even AntientC:rizers,and C:rvid Menwear two * 
long locks,like two Horſe Tails,or two log Ropes of Omons, 
banging down almoſt to their middles , which me-thinks 
-1 is Very ridiculous, and ugly to behold upon a Chriſtia»'s 
nl head, in ſo much that I have a good mind many times, (if 
1» Idurlt,for fear of beg called a Q#aker)to tell them what 
þ] the Apoſtle ſpeaks touching long Hair, 1 Cor. 11. Doth nor 
wo} een nature it ſelf teach you, that if a man have long hair,it us 
d| « ame unto him, verl, 14.16. Now,if Nature teacheth it, 
than much more grace : It it be a ſhame for men, namely, 

| for men of the World, then much more for Chriſtians, for 
7 Prefeſſors,for Preachers , if long hair,then much more hair 
| balf an Ell-long : If hair that is their own,then much more 

;} borrowed batr ;, perhaps 7 yburn pockey, or womans hair, that 
colts more to cover one head and two ſhoulders, than 
would feed an burdred hungry bellies ; yea, I was told 
| by a Noble-man's ſervant, that his Lord's two Perri- 
wigs colt fourſcore. pounds : It a ſhame at any time, 
then much more now , when God's Judgments call for 
Sack-cloath, Mourmng, and Cryinz mightily for pardon 
of our many and grievous provocitions. Tnen for Wo- 
men! How many ruffile it in 5:/k, rhat are ſcarce able to 
ay for Wool? every Jack-ſtraws wife, tiatis ſcarce worth 
orty p5:nds, his debrs paid ; and every Mechanicks wife, 
that is ſomewhat thriven in the world, muſt have her Silk 
B 3 G097:1 
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Gown forſooth, and Gold-lace upon her Petticoat,fo broad 
and rich as if ſhe were a Lady at leaſt. And have it as well 
a5 ſuch a man's Wife, ſhe mutt ; or her Husband ſhall have 
never a good word,or look from her, no,nor 1njoy a quiet life, 

But what do I blamins that Pride, which may be term- 
ed handſomneſs, and make mean ones to be miſtaken tor 
great Ones? when ſuch as would be taken for civil, dif- 
creet, creditable perſons ; yea, many that profeſs them- 
ſelves Chriftians, and daughters of Abraham, ſhall have 
their coats half ayard longer than their bodies, (becauſe 


rhey will be like Couzteſſes, that have others to bear up 


their Trarns for them; which they have not, the more is 
the pitty.) A naſty and ridiculow faſhion, ( that deſerves 
the Rod ) and exceeding troubleſome for ſuch fize finger'd 
Dames, as d:ſdain a Needle; a faſhio! that T'le forbid the 
moſt ſubt:1 Sophifter,in either of the Kmverſities, to deviſe 
any appearance of reaſon for, (or jor men's mealing their 
ſhoulders :) As for my part, that have alons time ſtu- 
died how to make a favourable conſtruction tacreot, 1 can 
reſemble them tono better than a bZed/amz,or Mad-woman, 
that ſhould dra cle after her a ap, or Sack, to lick up all 
thed urt,and ſpittle;aid a bruomyor rahe,to raile all the duſt, 
thar ſo tie Boys may not come near her ſeat, tor tear of 
beinz blinded :; Nor. can I think them worthy of, where- 
with to clothe their whole bodie;,lince toclothe the whole, 
will not ſerve their turns ; Ir were well.if ſome poor body, 
that wants to cover iis nakedaets, had a Commutſion to cut 
off ſo m:1ch of ri1cir Garments, as is ſuperfluous, or totally 
to un-Gown them. As when Children play the wantons 
with rheir meat, and watte itzit is uſually rake from chem, 
untill taey know what it is to want 1t. 


Nor co :1d it poſſibly'be, tha: ſo Hock, ſo reſty,ſo wn- | 


ſeemly,and witial ſo coſtly and rro1bleſom a faſhion, ſhould 

have been continued ſo many years as it hath : Did not 

Prid:,and the Devil blind and bewitch them,that take more 

care for, and trouble themſelves moxe about their fleece, 

than their ſonls, O for a Wife, or Virgin,that would ſcom 

to obſerve this, or any other Faſhion, that will admit of w 
; ration 


i 


w—_ ww m- ww SW Yr wes > 


Ard how Her Pruerty bath abated Her Pride, 23 


cational excuſe ! her wiſdom and humility, were more 
worth than a double Portion. 

But this is not the worlt we have to condole : Far, beaw- 
6y-ſpots,painted faces, naked breſts and ſkoxlders, hair put 1n 
print, and paſted on their tore-heads, in Roman, or Mathe- 
matical Charatters, ( which a plain Country-fellow would 
take for Signs, to know a Witch by ) are yet more Dia- 
bolical ; for this, without queſtion, 1s on purpoſe to At 
the Dewy/*s part in Seducing : As, why elſe do they this ? 
but to allure and bewitch the beholders, to buy of that in 


' the Shop, which at the Sta/l or 91ndow they make ſhew of. 


And an honeſt Woman ever dwells at the Sign of a wodeFF 
countenance, Belides, it is much to be feared, that God will 
never own choſe Faces, that are of the Devi/”s faſhionng, 
Sett, 11, 
N Ow, why do all proud perſons of both Sexes thus 
deck and ſet out themſelves, with all poſſible Pride 
and Vanity, in the moſt coſtly apparel they can poſſibly 
reach to ( though they Nim for it) let theic Eltates be 
what itwill> Why their exaneſs in all new faſhions, 
and many the like, untill they reſemble the Crinamon-rree, 
whoſe Bark is more worth than her Jody : Or the Offriteh, 
or Bird of Paradice, whoſe Fexthers are more worth than 
her Fleſh: Or ſome Vermuine, whoſe Caſe is more worth 
than her Carcaſs ; which yer ſo ſwells them, and makes 
them look ſo bis, as if the River of their blood, wouldmor 
long be bancked within the Chanel of their Veins : Trongh 
taey have ſma!l reaſon for it. As Pride and Folly are in- 
ſeparable corpanions , they glory in that which is indeed 
their great ſhame , our cloaths are but as a plaiſter upon a 
fore, wickednels brought nakedneſs, and apparel hides it, 
Ger, }.10,11. Wuaereof to be prod, is,as if a 7 href ſhould 
ve proud of. his Halter - Oar cloaths are but as Signs of 
God's diſpleaſure, by reaſo:1 of Original Sin; They are 
like a Weſtminſter-hall paper,to ſhew what we have commit- 
ted, which occaſioned them, nor trad we elſe needed them : - 
And therefore,as one burned in the fore-head for ſome villa- 
Ny, 0u.;ht ſo often as he looks 1»  glaſs,and perceiveth rhe 
Ba ea” 
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ſcar thereof, to think upon, and dereſt his wickedneſs, ſo 
ought we. But why all this,I ſay ? but to make themſelves 
the Objed of every eye,and the Subject of every Opinion, 
wiſe and weak; and no lels of their Diſcourſe : though 
indeed they are a woxder amongft Fools tor their Bravery, 
amongit w'ſe Men for their Folly, ridiculous to the molt. 
For,who can look on them, without paſſio» and compaſſion 
And although they think themſelves _=_— yet,others do not 
mn the leſt think them ſo ; except Fools, and /nventers of 
New- f, aſhious . 

None ſo apt to be Proud, as they that have nothing to 
be Prgud of ; as take away from theſe Peacocks,or Popping- 
Jays, their va;n-0pinions, flattering hopes, falſe valuations, 
1meginations, and the like, yo will leave their minds but 
poor ſhrunken things, full of melancholy indiſpolition, 
and unplealins'to themſelves. And the truth is, Were it 
not for pride and 1gzorance, a world of men (that now look 
as bis as Bull-beet ) would be aſhamed to have their faces 
ſeen abroad. 

Pambo ſpying a certain Woman, flaunting it in very 
ſumptuous Apparel, fell a weeping ; aud being asked why 
he wept ſo much? He anſwered, For two cauſes ; One,the 
DeftcaRtion of this Woman ; another, Becauſe I, quorh 
he, who profeſs my ſelf a Chriſt:ar, do not ſo mug.) ttudy 
to pleaſe God by holineſs and innocency of life, as th:s 
Woman does to pleaſe the Devil and men, with her va- 
nities. Aud itis a ſure conclulion, that where ſo great 
care is had to deck the body, there is as great careleſneſs, 
a6 as little re.zard to adora the Soul wit virtue, as Caro 


- Z ] 
ipeaks; yea, lec conſc'e ice ſay, Waecher they are not 


more carefull to preſerve their Cloaths from Duſt and 

Spors, than their So.ils from Guilt ? | 
Aad 1 preſume, if they thought meanlier of tiemſelves, 
others would think better of them : For nothing procures 
love and credit,both with God and Max,like Humility;no- 
thing hatred and ſcorn like Pride. As, would we have God 
or friend,or oxy enemy ? VIE May; for,He re/iſteth the pr ond, 
ard gf 6h grace tothe ham{l., James 4. 6, 1 Per. 5.5. And 
no 
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no vice gets a man ſo many enemies, as this vice , for, not 
the humble alone, but one proud Man hates another. 

And this for their comfort ; A// that are prond in beart 
are abomination to the Lord, Prov. 16. 5. He who hath a 


| proud look, and ar wh heart, the Lord cannot ſuffer, but will 


be ſure to abaſe hin, Job 40.11, 12, Malac. 4.1. 

Neither can there be a more-ſure (ign of enſuing 
evil, than Pride ; as we ſee in Peter. Pride goes before De- 
| ſtrultion, aud an high mind before the fall, Prov. 16.18. As, 
too high, have made S ip-wrack ? Thepride of man brings 
him low, Prov. 29. 23. Toall which may be added, ſuch 
as have their chonghrs bigh, and their forrwnes low, live al- 
ways 4 penſeve life. 

Nor can it ſtand with Reaſon, that God ſhould give a 
Proud Man Riches, except in wrath : _ to heap ay 
upon a Prodigal, is as pouring pecrzore /1quor into a five, 
hich will had no epi fubliotce Ye atk, and eceive 
; not, ſaith St. James, becauſe ye atk amiſs ; that ye may 
conſume it on you luſts, James 4. 2, 3. To give Riches to 
a Prod man, is, to give Wine to him that hath a Feaver, 
ſays Ariftale : Or Honey, to him.that is oppreſſed with 
Choler ; or Meat to him that is troubled with MorbuC e- 
phaliacus, ſays Plutarch, which increaſeth the Diſeaſe. 
| Now; if all thatye have heard of Pride le ſo, and you 
| cannot deny it; baniſh, I beſeech you, this diviliſh Sin out 
of your hearts, leſt ir baniſh you out of Heaven : All o+ 

ther (ins the Devil made,oaly Pride made the Devil. Had 
it not been for Pride, the Angels that are now in Hell, 
| ſhould have been in Heaven; and we that are in this borres 
Wilderneſs, had been in Paradiſe. Nor can God,and Pride, 
dwell in one Heart, that could not dwell in the ſame Hea- 
ev. A Looking. glaſs may make « Fool proud,but an Howr- 
| 2laſe will make a #/:iſe man humble. However, if the pol- 
lations of our birth, the miſeries of our /ifr, and the pu- 
trefaQtion of us, ſoon enſuing our Neath, were well conli- 
dered, and laid to heart, it would make us truly humble. 
And for incouragement, Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit , for 
theirs 


| how many of them, by hoy/ing up the ſa1/s of their Ships 


»6 How Londou@ Refined by Hey Late Fires 
theirs u the Kingdoms of grace,which is Heaven upon Eth; 
and theirs is the Kingdoms of glory, which is Heaven in 

Heaven. 


Seth I2, LF, 

Ow, next after theſe, ( though they are before all 
others in. provoking God, both to plague and utter- 
ſs deprive us ot the Goſpe/, that matchleſs mercy, and 
oe! * Blethags) are Contemmners of Religion,and Scoffers at 
F"-'. .;s: But of theſe more fitly,when I come to tie Reg- 
ſons. I might alſo bring into this Catalogue, che norrible 
oppreſſion, and injuſtice of thouſands in the Nation ; The 
Coreroulnel, and Cheating of ſuch, as reſolve to grow 
Rich, and Recover again what tney have lolt by the Fire, 
eſpecially of thoſe that are in places ot Truſt ; who have 
no ſmall hand, (as in pulling down Jadgments, ſo) in con- 
einuing them, to the hazard ot o'ir utter undoing, They 
are imployed for the Pablick ; but ic is their own private 
laterelt, and to feather their own Netſts, that they fludy 
and indeavour; yea, as much as in them lies, they will 
ſe!l th2 whole Kingdom. tor mony, and to advance the low 
ſet Roof of their own houſes: Waich is the reaſon our War 
ſpeeds no better. An Ocean of mony hath been paid ! and 
Sreat reaſon for 1t: but it's pur into ſuch leaking Veſlels,or 
broke.1 Bags, Hagga: 1.6. that all is gone,before it comes 
to the poor Sazlers and Souldiers, that are left to do the 
work, and for whom itis appointed. It is not ſo with our 
Antagoniſts, who are ſaid to be wiſe at their fingers ends : 
For, as by their induſtry, they can turn even the Ad of 
their Country, into « »ſef#// fuel : So in husbandins their 
Wars, they can do more with ove huxdred pounds, than we 
_ a thouſard Marks; and yet, pay their Souldiers tar 
berrer, 

Now from Cheat?rs,I might go unto the Yolwptwore and 
HMal:crou,to Sabbath-breakers,l gnorant wretch:s,that know 
not God, nor the very firſt prizciples of Chriſtzamty ; Hyps- 
erites, Atheiſts, Lyers, Idslaters, and the like; and ſhew how 
they, in like manner, contribute in provoking God, and 


pulling down Jadgmen:s upon the Nation, And _ far 
| they 
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they alſo are, from being Humbled and Reformed : but 
1 am confined to a ſheet or two of Paper, ayd therefore 
muſt paſs chem : Oaly,by a view of theſe few before ſpoken 
of, you may gueſs at the numberleſs number of our great 
and grievous abominations, wherewith our Land is filled 
from corner to corner. And withall be informed, why 
men are no more ſenſible of God's diſpleaſure,or their own 
condition, than Jonah was when faſt aſleep in the Hold ; 
for whoſe ſake that grievous Tempeſt was upon them, and 
the whole Ship, with the em in danger of Sinking, Ican 
never enovgh admire the difference, between theſe Goſpe/ 
times, and thoſe of the Iſraelites , for if you obſerve it, 
there was continually this Vilifltude amongſt them, as 
the whole Book of /udges, and other places ſhew. Their 
ſins drew on ludgments , the ſmart of the Judgments 
moved them to Kepentarce, upon their repentance fol- 
lowed ſpeedy Del:wverance : Thus it wes ever, and in every 
Age of the Church, but in this the Worlds decrepit and 
doating Age, in which Relrg:o» is become contemprtible, 
and wherein it is a ſhame to be godly. But now let God ſend 
never ſo many 1udgments, one upon the neck of another, 
Sword, Peſtilence, Fire, Poverty , yet no Repentance, no 
Reformation, as if Afen were turned Beaſts, and knew 
not why Ged ſhould be ſo angry ; why he ſhould Plague 
us, or what ſhould be his meaving. Juſt as if our over 
much light, had made us blind ; and fo in ſome ſenſe it 
has : As thus, God did inflict more temporal /ndgments 
pon thalews, their means of Grace being (:nall to ours ; 
but he inflitett> more ſporitual ludgment s upon Us, (1 
fear few conlider it as they ought) then ever he did upon 
the /ews, God in his Juſtice p:n1jking our hardneſs, with 
further Obdwration ; becauſe, if we are blind, it is for that 
we ſhut our eyes againſt the Light. AS, this is the con- 
demnation, ( none like this) that light 1s come into the 
World, and men love darkneſs rather then light, becauſe their 
deeds are evil, John. 3. 19, 20. As, O the wilfull, and 
afteRed, blindneſs of mind, hardneſs of heart, final 1mpe. 
mency ; O the wofull prejudice againit the gord and goed. 


neſ; i 
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»:{s| The making /! conſtruftions of good aftions, the 
mocking and. ſcoffing at Religion, and the Rel gious ; the 
ſcandalons lives, and demmable errors, of many that pre- 
cend for Kel:gien ; the fearfull furbling blocks, and of- 
fences, that are laid, given and taken, to the ruine of 

a poor blixd ſoul : which are J1dgments far more fearfull 
and dreadfull, than any the blind World can be ſenſible 
of, For all which we may thank our ſelves ; nor can 
we in the leaſt complain of our ſufferings', yea, we 
may wonder, at God's unſpeakable, and unexpreſſible 
goodneſs and mercy ! norwithitanding what we have 
lately felt: For if our fears do not, I am ſure our ws 
may tells us ; that theſe are but the tore-runners of greater 
calamities, in caſe rtaere be not a timely reformation of 
ourſelves. In the mean time, our ins have been enough 
to bring the Torments of Hell upon Earth, or to carry down 
the dwellers on Earth alive into Hel/. And we may rather 
wo:Wtler at the mercy of God 1n ſparing, than at bus juſtice in 
pun:ſh.xg. And how it can be, that he puniſheth »o wore, 
rather tian that he puniſheth ſo -#uch ! 

But you have not heard all : For, above what hath yet 
been mentioned,our a>0minable wickedneſs hath brousht 
ſuch a ſcandal upon our Religion, and the Goſpel, that it is 
eve1 abnorred of the Heathen, and che Great and Glo» 
rious Name of God Blaſphemed among them. Yea, what 
elſe but the #nchriſtian-like behaviour of Chriſtians, hath 
cauſed the 7Txrks and lews, and many among our ſelves 
even to prote't againſt their own Converſion ? Or what 
elſe hath alienated the [ndians from Chr: tian R eligian, 
making them to refaſe the Goſpe/zbut tiis is } that they ſaw 
our [:'ve; more Savaze then the Savages themſelves. Yeay 
it 1ach made thoſe poor ſouls , reſolve that whatſoever 
Religio 1 the Chriſkans were of, they would be of the co1- 
rrary ; thinking it impeſſiale, that ſach horrid wickedneſs 
could proceed from any true Relizion ; or that He cold 
be a £o0d God, who had ſuch evil ſons : Whereas in the 
Prmitive tim?s , more of them were won tothe Faith , 
by the holy lives of Chri#:ans, than by the DoArine 

whic 
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| which they tanght; for it cauſed them toſay , This is 4 
good God whoſe | hep are ſo good, 

So that, put all together, and compare our mary ard 

eat Sins, with the many and great means which God harh 
afforded for our reclaiming ; it will be tound, that no 
Nation under Heaven, did ever more provoke the Lord ; 
nor hath he ever triven more with any Nation, to reclaim 
them, than he hath done wich us : A people not worthy 
the crums of Chriſt's, and our Maker's lealt Mercy ; yea, 
well-worthy of more Plagnes, than either 7 yre or )1don, 
C horazim or Bethſaida, ( apernaum, Sedom or Gomorrah, 
Mat. 11, 21 to 25. or any people lince the Creation ! For, 
asif all that C hri/t hath done for us, were nothing to move 
us ; we are ſo far from being thankfull, from loving, and 
ſerving him, that, did we ſeriouſly think of Chriff*s love, 
and oxr odions unthankefulneſs, and compare God's goodneſs 
with our /ngratitade, rightly weighing, how we have from 
time to time abuſed his mercy, and thoſe many means of 
Grace, which Hein his long ſuffering hath afforded for our 
—— - it would even make us ſpeechleſs, like him in 
the Goſpel, as neither expe&ting pardon, nor daring to 
ask it. Yea, O Lord, it is thine unſpeakable mercy, that 
our Land hath not long lince ſpued us out, and that we are 
not at this preſent frying in Hell. 

For what eyes can but run over to ſee, for the moſt part 
what Lives men lead ? As, take but a view of all places, 
Cities and Counties, from the Court to the Cottage, 
and you ſhall ſee nothing appear in Men's lives, in the 
whole Land almoſt, but pr:de, covetonſneſs, cruelty, dam- 
nable Hypecri ſie, prophaning of the Sabbath, curſed ſwear- 
ng, and curſing abominable, and worſe then bealſt-like 
drunkenneſs, adultery, lying, ſlandering, perſecuting, con- 
tempt of Religion, and all goodneſs ; grinding of faces 
like edged tools, /{ {Uling of blood like water, racking of 
Rents, detention of Wages, and Work-men's hire; incre- 
dible cr=elty to Servants, incloſing of Commons, ingrofſing 
of Commodities, griping exattions, with ſtraining the ad- 
Yanta e:0 griatneſs ; wnequal levies of legal payments, 

ſprghe- 
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ſpitefwll ſuits, biting nſury, bribery, perjury, parttality, ſa 
eridedge, ſimonaical contratts, and ſon{-murder ;, ſcurillity 
and prophaneſs, coz.ening in bargains, breaking of promiſes, 
perfidions underminings, Luxary, aro. & contempt of 


God's Meſſengers, neglett of his Ordinances, v:olation of| 


his days, and the like : As if theſe were fruits of the 
Goſpel, and not of Atherſms rather, So tiat we turn the 
grace of God 1mto wantonneſs, and make a trade of (in; 


yea, it is our leaſt ill to do evil : for behold, we ſpeak for| 


it, /oy in it, boaſt of it, tempt, and inforce to it, yea, mock 
them that diſlike it, as if we would ſend challenges into 
Heaven, and make love to deſtruttion. 

And yet we are all Chrit:ans ferſooth : I am evens 
ſbamed co think, that men, that rational men, ſhould be 


ſuch Sots, or ſutfer Satan ſo to gull and beguile them. 

O my brethren ! England's wnthankefulneſs, bath ſtriv 
with God's goodneſs for the Vitory;zas Abſalons ſtrove with 
David, whether the Father ſhould be more kind to the Son, 
- or the Sox more unkind to th: Father, As, tell me, May na 
Ged jyltly another day, call Heaven and Earth to witneb 
azainl(t us ?'that he would have ſaved us, yea, did wooe ui 
to accept of Salvation, ſayings, 7 wrn ye, twrn ye, from yow 
evil ways ; for why will you dye,O people of England 2 Exh, 

33.11. But we would not be Converted, nor Saved. 

Se. 13. 
A: what could Ged have.done;(if I may ſo ſpeak) tha: 
he hath left undone, touching our Converlion and 
valvation? His Word and Minfters,the mot 1015 of his S parit, 
the checks of our own Conſciences,we will not hearken unto: 
His 12 7ctes will not allure us, his Judgments will not fright 
nor huaoble us , much leſs will we indure to be admoniſhed 
by our godly Friends and Neighbours. As, let it neve! 
ſo much concern them to know their lins, with the miſery 
and danger they are in, there is no admoniſhing them; 
yea, tell a Ruffian of his Swearing by that God, who, with 
one word of his mouth, can inſtantly ſtrike him dead, and 
caſt him Body and Soul into Hell, ( yea, itis his unſpeak- 
avle mercy, thatevery ſuch Oath proves not a _— - 
eat 
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| Death of the Mother, Gen. © 5.18 -) Or, rell ativil AMan, 
| of his Swearing by Faith and Troth, which is worſe than 
Swearing by God z though little underſtood,or coni;dered, 
| (as making a God of the Creature, and aſcribing that un- 
| t0 it which is only proper to God : Namely, to know the 
| Heart,to be «Witneſs and Judge of what he ſpeaks; )inſtead 
of giving us thanks, they will not only Swear the more to 
vex us,but withal they will hate & ſcoff at us for Fanaricks, 
. Quaker, Rownd-heads, and ask, What is that to-us? when 
they might as well, and as wiſely fay, What is Chriſt tous ? 
What is Heaven to vs? or, What is Sa/vatiou to uv?tor tO us 
the one cannot be withour the other: we ſhall never inherit 
part of his glory in Heaven,if we do not take hu Glory's pare 
ap Earth. And the like of prond Perſons; yea,you can no 
Baer nominate,or point at their Pride, but they will /well 
likeLeaven,work like Teaft,& fly :n yonur face like Gunpowder, 
ſaying, We take too much upon us; as the Sodermntes twitted 
Lot,Gen. 19.9.Not knowing,nor having the wit,or grace to 
Conlider, that we are ftraightly commanded to admoniſh 
one another, Heb.3.13. That,not torell our brother of his 
faults,is to hate him in our heart,as the Ho/y Ghoſt witneſl- 
eth, Lev.19.17.Thatzin many caſes,we make thoſe fins our 
own, which we reprove not. That, if we muſt not ſee 
oxr Nerghbonr' s Ox, nor his Sheep go aſtray, or fall into apit, 
but we »mſt reduce, and help hins ont of it, Deut. 22. 1. we 
are much more hond,to help our Ne:ghbowr himſelf,from 
dropping into the borrom/eſs pit of Helf, And what know we. 
but we may win our brother > and ſo ſave his ſoul, Mat. 
18, 15, Nor can we love Ged, and patiently hear theſe 
Miſcreants —_—_— his Holy Name, as they do, 2 Per. 
2. 7,8, or manifelt our ſelves, his Children by Adoption and 
Regeneration : for well-born Children, are touched to the 
quick, with the injuries of their Parents ; and, not to be 
moved in this caſe, is to confeſs our ſelves Baſtards. Be- 
lides,as nore but a Cain will ſay, Am 1 my brother's keeper ? 
ſo, I ca. 1.6t ceviſe how @ private Chriſtian can better im- 
prove [;: [ove to God, and his Neighbour, than by ſo do= 
Ing, 2 7:r-,2,25, Exck, 3.18, tO 22, 2 Per, 2.7, $. But 
the 
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the Waves do not beat or rear, any where ſo much, as 
the bank that reflrains them, 

Caurerized Sinners, contemn good counſel : Admoniti 
on may move them to choler, but never to amendment 
inſtead of pe 1iteace,they break inco choler ; Fury ſparkle 
ia thoſe eyes,which ſhoald guſh out with, Water : Andi 
ſtead of 1m5racing the counſel, they will rage at the counſe 
lor. With Balaam, they gratch to be hindred in their 
to Hel; and fly upon thoſe rhat oppoſe their perdition 
yea, not ſeldom will they perſecute us to the Death, | 
ſh2wing them the way to Erernal Life. So reſembling the 

Mad nun, that wonnded bu Phyſitian, while he was adm. 
wiſtring Phyſich to hin, for his Recovery. Thus they wil 
fret, and chafe, and fums:, and ſwell, and form, and be res 
dy to burſt again, when we tell them of their wickedueſi 
Aud the like of all forts of Sinners, that are ſetled upa 
their lees ; but let Exvy ſwet, ſwell and burſt,we mult do ow 
Duty, and diſcharge our Conſciences, or Chrs## will not 
owa us another day, as himſelf affirms, Luke 12. 8, g 
And indeed, Why ſho1ld not God's ſervants tzke as fr 
liberty in reproving, as the Devi{'s ſervants take liberty i 
offending ? Shall not the one be as lod for God, as the 
other are for Bzal and Belz.ebub ? 

But what horrible, what helliſh ingratitude is this, if 
it be looked npon with an impartial eye ? For, What cault 
have they to find fault with us ? Suppoſe one ſeeks to hin 
der a Mad man from wonrding himſelf, or, would ſtops 
blixd man rannins againſt a Wall, that would daſh out hs 
brains ; or towards 4 deep pit, wherein, in all likely-hood, 


he malt fall and break his neck 2 Or, ſuppoſe one man; 
Hoſe is 0» fire, and another brings fx 4-96 of Water t! 
quench it , are theſe ill offices ? Yea, ſuppoſe a Vaſp ſhoull 
thing a man being «ſleep, and thereby prevent 4 Serpent 
which otherwiſe had ang him ro Death , had he cauſe to 
be offended 2 or had he not more cauſe of joy, chay 
grief? Why then ſhould they be ſo offended with us, whe 
. all weaim at, is, but ro pluck thems out of the jams of Sat«y 
and to ſnatch them ont of Eternal Flames ? But 
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But how ſad is ſuch an ones Condition? for this is an 


| evident Sign of one that ſhall Eternally periſh : as is 


plain by Prev; 29. 1. (Read the words and tremble) He 


{ that hardneth his Neck, being often reproved, ſhall ſuddenly 
i be deftroyed, and that without remedy. See more, Prov. 1.24, 


25, 26, 33. So'that, by refuſing to hear iri this caſe, they 
become, like Amazrahb, wilfull Murtherers of their own 
Souls * AS Wiſe Solexoon affrms, He that refuſeth adnon- 
t10n ts brutiſh, and deftrojeth his own Soul, Prov, 12. 1, and 
15.32. Whence it is, that the Prophet tells Amaziah, 
I know that the Lord hath determined to deftroy thee, becanſe 
thou haſt done this,and haſt net obeyed my Counſel, 2 Chron. 
25.16, 20. And that the Holy Gboſt ſpeaking of E1:'s 
Soxs, ſaith, that, They would not hearken unto, nor obey the 
voice of their Father, becauſe the Lord was determined to de- 
Broy them, x Sam. 2.25. And this makes our Reverend 
Drvines affirm, that the Converlion of ſuch a Sinner is 
a greater Miracle than was the Creation of the World ; and 
their Reaſon is weighty : For, in making ſuch an one 4 
New Creatwre,ſay they,mult be a number of Afiracles. A 
blind man reſtored to his light, a deaf nan to bearing a man 
peſt with many Dev:/s,d:ſpoſſeft, yea,one dead in Sin,and 
buried in the Grave of long cuſtom,with « Grave-ſone laid 
upon him, raiſed from the dead ; and in every onea ſtone 
turaed into fleſh. In all which,Ged meets with nothing bur 
oppoſition, which in the Creation He met not with. And in 
reaſon, That Sin is paſt cure,which ſtrives againit the cure, 
Herbs. that are worſe for Watering, Trees that are leſs 
fruitfull for Danging and Pruning, are to be rooted up, or 
hewn down, Even ſalvation it ſelf,will not ſave thoſe, that 
{pil the Potion,and fling away the Plaiſter. /f Babylon will 
nt be cured, ſhe wut be left to hey ſelf. given up to Deftru- 
Qtion without further warnin3. See Pſal. 8r, 11, 12. 
| | Sett. 14. | 
Should now ſhew you how ir comes to paſs, that men 
make no more uſe of the Word, Mercies, Judgments, 
Cc, but thatthere are ſo many Swearers, Drukarde, Adnl- 
G rerers, 


| 
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terers,V oluptuons perſons, Sabbath-breakgrs,Scoffers at Reli« 
g10n, and contemners of Holineſs : So many proud, mali- 
ciows, covetom, cruel, and wnju#t men ; ſo many 1gn07 ant 
wretckes that know not God, nor the very firit principles 
of Chriſtianity ; ſo many Hypocrites, Atheiſts,and the like: 
lince what God hath commanded in his Word, cannot be 
unknown to any amongſt us, that hate not the light. 
Whereof many reaſozs may be colleted from the 
Word : As 

Firſt, we are fall'n intoan Age, wherein Godlineſs is 
 Srown quite out of faſhion ; and wherein to be Holy, or 
to have a tender Conſcience, is ſo ridiculous a thing, that 
none but fools will undergo the diſerace of it. Yea, Re- 
ligion and Goodneſs is ſo deſpiſed, by ſome 1gnoranthy, by 
ethers maliciouſly ; that it is not only a ſhame, but a great 
creme, to be ſo holy and ſtrift in che ſervice of God, as Chriſt 
in his Goſpe/ commands us. 

And this is of great force, to keep men off from ſubmit- 
ting to the Word, or being humbled by the Judgments, 
- that God hath inflited upon the Nation, The Holy Ghoſt 
hath fore-told, that ;» the laſt days ſhould come perillous 
times : Wherein ſhall be mecker-, ſcoffers, blaſphemers, falſe 
accnſers, curſed ſpeakers, Jovee deſpiſers of thoſe that are 
good ; reſiſters of the truth, ſenſual and ungodly men, that 
ſhall walk, after their own Iuſts ; that ſhall twrn the Graee of 
God znto laſcrviouſneſs, denying the only Lord God, and ow 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who were before of old ordained to condem- 
nations men of corrupt minds eprobate concerning the Faith: 
and that many ſhall follow their pernicious ways, by reaſon of 
whons, the way of truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of, So that all 
that will live Godlily in Chriſt Feſus, ſhall ſuffer Perſecution, 
For which, read 2 7:m. 2. 1,to 13. 2 Pet.2.2. and 3. 3. 
Jude 4.10. 16,18, 19. And does not each man, that hath 
eyes, ſee theſe Scriptures fulfilled ? 

And as tie Word, ſo does Experience ſhew ; that, as it 
is 11. the /ittle Forld, the older it grows, the more dif- 
eaſed ; ſoin the great Werld, the older the more hc 

at 


— 
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That the conſummation of Times and Sins, are met toge- 
ther upon us ; ſo that, as in « diſeaſed body, all the hamonr 
fall down into the Legs and Feec,and there make a» :{/we : 
So the Corruption of all Ages, hath flidden down into this 
of ours, as into the leggs aud feet, Kevel. 12. 12. | 

Bat to make it more clear :1s it poſſible for a man to live 
a conſcionable, and unreprovable life ; be zealous for the 
Slory of Ged, do what he can to win others to the Faith, 
without being traduced, calumniated, hated, flandered, 
and perſecuted for the ſame ? No, it is not poſſible. It 
we will be more than a/meſt a Chriſtian, we are ſure to be 
perſecuted for the ſame, as -1be/ was perſecuted by Can, 
and exclaimed againit, for being too preciſe, curious, fan- 
taſtical, faious ; and ſo flouted for our holineſs, as if it 
were the greateſt crime, diſhonour,and ſhame that can be, 
To be Holy. Yea, they will hate a wan to the death,though 
he have nothing elſe to condemwn him,but hus being holy ! Pro. 
29. 27. Jer. 15. 10, And will damn all for Kownd-head-s, 
and Phanaticks, that have more Religion than an Heathen, 
or more Conſcience than an Atheiſt, or care of his Soul 
than a Beef : Names ſo full of the Serpents Ergnityzas the 
E Ze of « Cockatrice is full of Poyſon. 

nd ſoin all other caſes, a man can neither refraiz evil, 

nor do good, but he ſhall be made 4 by-word of the people, 
Job 17.6, A Song of the Drunkards, Pſal.69.12. Generall 

«ed of all, Mat. 10.122. And be counted a Seftary.or $ chil. 
matick., as the Chriſtians were by the Jews, in St. Paxls 
tme, As 28, 22, 

And why do they all this > why do they envy, hate, 
cenſure, ſcoff at, nick_name, rail on, and ſlander the Godly, 
but that they may floxr them out of their faith, damp, or 
quench the ſpirit , where they perceive it is kindled : 
diſcourage them in the way to Heaven » baffle them our, 
and make them aſhamed of their holy profe ſion, and reli- 


Sious courſe , and conſequently pull them back to th= 


World ; that ſo they may have our company here in ſin, 


| and hereafter in torment. 
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When our afettons like wild and 222d Horſes, are vio- 
lently. 72//opping ro Hell'z if the Sp:rit of God by repen- 
tance, ( as with a br:dle ) ſuddenly gives a jerk, and turns, 
or ſets tzem going as fatt che other way, in the more ar. 
row path towards Heaven'; preſently thoſe our Com- 
panions in the broxd way, Rand marvailing at us, that we 
breake.off Company, and eavy to ſee themſelves caſhered: 
whence it sthat if but a ſpark of fervent Devotion, break 
out in a Family, all the reit are up in clamours z as when 
Bells ring d:ſorderly, every one is ready with his Bucket, 
to quench the Firss diſoraced; he mnt be for a Phanatic 
a Quaker, &c. And the reaſon is, whereloever Chr; 

comes, there will be oppoſition : wuen Chriff was born, 
all Jeruſalem was rroabled, aud Herod c#t the throats of all 
che Children in Bethlehem : So when Chri/t is born in any 
man, the Sow/ is in an uproar, and Sata» with his Inſtru- 
ments are ready to kill in him every good motion, tough 
it be never ſo little a Babe, Whence it fares, with all 
that are Converted, and will no longer accompany lewt 
ones, in their wicked cuſtoms, as it Fr with Pax! , who, 
ſo lon; as he joyned with the Hr:eh Priefts, and Elders, 
to mule kavack of the Church, was no whit moleſted by 
them ; but when he became a Convert, and preached in 
the name of Jeſs, none ſo hated, and perſecuted as he. 
Or as it fared with Jacob , wbo, fo long as he continued 
under Labas's tyramy, and weld be made his Drudge, 
all was well with him ; bur when he once begans to tiy, 
then makes he afrer him with all his might. Nor can 
they pleaſure Satan thore, it being the hopefulleſt way, 
ro diſcourage men in their way to Heaven , quench the 
500d motions of God's Spirit in them, kill the buds and 
bezinning: of grace, and draw them back to the World 
chat can He, and nor ſeldome do the ſcoffs and ſcorn: of 
Atheits, like the Laſts of Rams horns, before the wals 
of Jericho; Lay all the ſtrensth of a young beginners 
faiti, level ac one utterance ; for like w»ſeaſonable frofts, 
they nip all gracioas offers and beginnings in the Bd, and 
| 45 
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as much as in them lieth, do with Herod, k:11 Chri#t 
in young Profeſſors. As who that is not More . Spirit 
than Fleſh, can undergo ſo many works, and frumps, arid 
cenſures, and ſcoffs , be branded with that 'odious and 
kigmatical name of an Hypeerite ; Fave his Kelgion 
judg'd Hypecriſie » his odly /implicity > fullineſs his 
zeal, madneſs his contempt of the World , 1gnyravee his 
godly ſorrow, dump: Gneſs, and the like, malitious and miſ- 
chievous conſtructions, made of whatſoever he fays or 
does. 
O the deplorable condition of theſe times ! even the 
Devil himſelf, durſt not have been fo Impudent, as to 
have ſcoff'd at Holineſs in thoſe antient, primative, and 
purer times : But now I could even livk down with 
ſhame , to ſee Chriſhanity every where fo difcounte- 
nanced, our very names come into few mouths, out, of 
: which they return not with reproaches. Amonglt the 
relt of otir fins, O God be mercitull, to the contenipt of 
thy ſervants. 

And which is worſe, men natonely do their utmoſt, 
to daſh all Holineſs out of countenance, and to pluck up 
Religion by the roots ; but the contempt of Religion, 
and goodneſs, (which formerly hath been held no mean 
ſign, of the ruine of a State ) hath by long cuſtom, taken 
ſuch root in men's hearts, and runs fo deep and ttrong, 
that we can never look ro ſee it meaded, untill Chri#t 
comes in the Clouds, What. it may bring more upon us, 
the Lord onely knows, and knaws to prevent. 
| Nor &o they {all this in ſpight only , but: it is their 
jadgments that they 0.13'1t to do ſo ; for they ate of a 
Reprobate judgment, as vou may ſee, Rome, 1, 28, to 32. 
Iſay J+ 20. 23, Jer. 9.14. 2 Coy, 4. 3> 4 Ephef. 2, 
2.2 Theſ. 3. g.to 13, 1 Tis. 4. 1, 3 3+ Atid ſo jadg* of 
Eraces, and vices, as the Blackamores judge. of Cofn- 
plexions, by the rule of contraries, as vou have it, 1ſc::ah 
5. Ti be call evil goed, aud god evil, put darkneſs fer Iigbr, 
and light for derkye(s, bitter for fwerr, and ſweet for bitter , 
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they juſtifie the wicked, and takes away the righteouſneſs « 
ug? _ from him, verſ. 20, 23. The which is — 
exemplifiedyin the Scr:bes and Phariſees towards our Savi. 


our + Who, when he wronght muracles, reputed him a 


Sorcerer ; when he caft ous Devils, thought it to be 
the power of Dewils , when he reproved ſinners, he was « 
Sedwcer z when hereceaved ſinners, he was their Favorer ; 
when he healed the ſick, he was 4 breakgr of the Sabbath, 
and the like ; yea, He chat was truth ir ſelf, was arraigned 
for a deceiver ; aud He, by whom Kings reign, WAS IC- 
preſented as an enemy to Ceſar; and under ſuch repre. 
jencations to the people, he is Crucified by them : So 
that, he was accounted the greateFt offender, that offended 
wot once in all bis Life 3 which would make a wiſe man, 
to ſuſpe& his own judgment, and the common fame, and 
to examine things throughly, before he condemns one, 
whom he kitows no evil by. Yet, this is the caſe of moſt 
men, for, even as an :t flomack, turns all it receives 
into if hxmonrs ; or as the Spider converts every thing 
ſhe eats into poyſon ; ſo rhey, whatſoever they hear of, 
or ſee in the Godly, fo blinding themſelves with preju- 
dice, that like Pyrrhon, they will not believe what their 
eyes ſee, and their ears hear. 

We know, when a man looks upo:1 any thing direfly 
through the Air, they appear in their proper forms, and 
colours, as they are ; bur if they be loox'd upoa through 
a Glaſs, be it green, blew, or yellow, all the things we 
ſee, ſeem to us to be of the colour of the Glaſs, through 
which we do behold them. Again, the Eye that is blood- 
ſhot, thinks every thing red 53 and thoſe that have the 
Jaunders, ſee all things yetf!w : So ſentual men, being 
over-grown with malicious paſſions, and corrupt afte&i- 
ons, think the Godly in fault, when themſelves onely are 
too blame ; if faring with them, as in a» i/! pack'd Jury, 
whereof there is oe wiſe man, another honeſt, five K naves 
ard five Fools, the greater part over-rules the better part, 


thele ten over-bare thoſe two } So fares it with a wicked | 


man, 
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man , the foe Senſes, and as many affetions are the 
K never, and Fools , Scrence is the wiſe many confidence the 
homft ; now neicher Sience the wiſe, nor Ceaſcience the 
honeſt, can be heard, nor give their /Jerd:?, bur all goes 
with the wad Senſes, and frantique Aﬀettions, 

Take notice of this, you that are accuſtomed to Curſe, 
and tell us, that it is long of theſe Round-heads, and 
Phanaticks, that there are ſo many diſaſters, and cala- 
mities befall the Nation, and that the times are no bet- 
ter : Juſt as the Heathens, when any diſaſters and cala- 
mities befell the Empire, would preſently fly upon the 
Chriftians, and lay all the fault upon them ; and when 
they pleaſed to rid themſelves of ſuch ill Members, they 
ws. clothe them in the ſkins of wild Beaſts, to ammate 
the Dogs to tear them. As theſe do, what they do, to us, 
the rather, that they may inlight, and ſtir up others to 
do the ſame. But alas, poor ſouls, they little know what 
they do; for they are beholding to the Godly, for their 
very Lives , yea, it is for their ſakes, and becauſe the 
number of Chriſ*s ” barch is not yet accompliſhed, that 
they are out of Hel, In the mean time, bleſſed be God, 
and good Laws, they cannot do as they would ; elſe they, 
that now curſe #5, would kill us, whoſe malice neverthe« 
leſs, 15 tathemſelves an evident token of perdition , but to 
us 4 token of Salvation, and that of Gd as the Apoftle, 
| forourcomfort tells us, Philip. 1. 28. 

. Set, 15. 

Gain, I dare refer my ſelf to the worſt of men 

that have reaſonable ſouls , whether they are not 

of a Reprobate judgment, that being offered their choice, 
rey ſhould prefer Death before Life, Hell before Hea- 
ven, a moment of time before Eternity ; yea, it is 
enough, _ a wiſe man into an Extalie, to ſee, that the 
Road to Hell (a place ſo wofull and dolorous ) ſhould 
be ſo exceedingly thronged; and the way to Heaven (a 
_ place fo bleſſed and glorious ) ſhould be almoſt wholly 
negleted, Mar. 7. 13, 14. 1 John 5, 19. Rev. 20. v. 
C 4 That 
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That Chriff ſhould lay down his Life'to ranſome, and re» 
deem men from infinite, intoſlerable, and interminable 
torments ; and to purchaſe for them ſ#ch pleaſures, as 
never eutred into the heart of max to conceive, And yet, 
Satan ( that bloody devouring Dragon, and vowed Enemy 


of all »za»kind; ) ſhould have more Servants and Vos, 


lunteers than C brif , and they do far mdre for him, than 
Chriſt's Servants do for their Lord, Rev. 2.4. & 13. 16. 
Roms. 10. 16. That Mev, ſuppoſed rational, ſhould re- 
folve to deſtroy themſelves ; that they ſhould love Dam- 
nation, that they ſhould hate their own Souls, as well as 


Holineſs, and the Holy God ; and all for (in and vanity, | 


ſuch a wretched emptineſs : This is the greateſt folly and 
frenzy 1maginable. This above all deſerves bitter La- 
mentation! Yea, what Se of blood is enough to bemoan 
this fooliſh, wicked, and deſperate madneſs ? Bur it is 
hardly to be believed, what Sots wiltull ſinners are, that 
are blinded by Satay, and hardned with the cuſtom of 
Sins 
The greateſt part of men are ſo Iznorant, that they 
know no other end of their Creation, but Self-love and 
Keereatios , no other end of their Kedemprion, but to eat, 
drink, ſleep, (inzto purſue their profits, pleaſi ures, honours : 
as thinking that Ged and Chriſt expe& not any ſervice 
from them, nor will ever call them to account, Eor what 
they have cither atbed or /eft undone. Or, it ſometimes it 
comes into their choughts, to think upon God, and heir 
Souls, a little cold curſory, and ſuperficial ſerv:ce, ſhall 
ſerve the turn ; or, nothin3 to what they expect from 
cheir Servants : $o they love God, and are thankfull to 
him as they think , bur, nothing ſo much as they do a 
Friend ; yea, If a Friend had given us but a thonſandth 
art of what God and Chriſt hath, we ſhould love him 
1eartily all our days, and think no thanks ſufficient ; and 
yet, we are not ſo thankfill to God and Chr:ft for all, as 
we are toa Friend for ſome one good turn : O that God 
had but the ſame place in mer's affettions | That riches, 


honors 
, 


ho 
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howonr es, pleaſures, and their friends have : but that is ſel- 
dome ſeen, the more ſhame, folly and madneſs ; and the 
greater, and juſter their Condemnation ; Whence that 
terrible Text of the Prophet Jeremy, chap. 17. 5. 

If we give aServant meat,drink, and wages, we look he 
ſhould do whatſoever we command him ; but Ged gives 
more than we are able to ask,or think ; yet, what he com- 
mands they do rhe contrary : Or, if they do pretend to ſerve 
him, any thing, as they think,will ſerve the turn, thinking 
they may put off God, the ſearcher of hearts, with that 
ſervice and reſpeR, that men would ſcorn to take at their 


| hands. Yea, the #Y071d, the Fleſh, and Satay, muſt have 


the greeeft ſhare, and be firff ſerved : However, it is the 
teait of their care, to remember why they came into the 
World, or their vow 1n Baptiſm, 

In which,obſerve but their blockiſhneſs : The ſame men 
in all other caſes, will think it a great honour for men, 
to be exatt, and rare zn their profeſſion; That to be « pro- 
fonnd Lawyer, arars Phyſician,or ( hyrargion, a curions Ar- 
tiff; or to be « Datiful aud Obedseur Son, or Servant, what 
more commendable, and praiſe worthy ? ſuch they ,will 
highly love, and praiſe ; Ouly to be an exat? ard ſingaler 
Chriſtian, 4 good and obediens Son, or Servant, to God : This 
raiſes their ſpleens, and is, in their reprobate judgments, a 
ſhame and diſhonour. But tell me, you Antpathites to a 
good , hew can any, except Sots, think that Chrift looks 
for leſs tear, reverence, and obedience from his Servants, 
than we do from our Servants ? and yet hold, that a Ser- 
vant can never be too punctial in his obedience to his 
Maſter's lawfull commands, Here is Blockiſhneſs with a 
witneſs! Onely the multitude of their companions, in this 
their fooliſh frenzy, is the ſtrongeſt Teſtimony they have 
to prove themſelves in their right minds. 

Seft, 16, 
Et, all this is Reaſon enough, to thoſe that have only 
the Fleſh for their Gurde,and are governed Ly the Prince 
of Darkweſs - yea, it proves ſo weighty to the blind 
World, 
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\World, 'that Sata» hath not the like tried ſhaft, i» all bid ** 
q's ver 3 either to wound both the good, and oodnef, if 
or :0 keep off otgers, from looking Heavex-ward. Thiy] <* 
Tuais is the mainreaſon, why men t not, nor reform dr 
their Lives : becauſe Repentance it ſelf, and Reformation 
is held a crime. Men are now of ſo reprobate a Judg-| ® 
ment, that ler God ſend never ſo many, and great Judg-| * 
ments, one on the neck of another, yet, no Repentance, tl 
no Reformation : Though ſuch Judgments in a differen| 
A3e, would have wrought an Univerſal Repentance, and} P' 
Reformation ; as the like oxely rhreatned, not execnted, did 
in the Ninevites, Jonah 3, And in the Book of Judges, | ® 
where are many examples thereof. A ſtrange Judgment, | © 
and worſe than any of the four fore-mentioned Judg- ( 
ments! Taat Religion it ſelf ſhould become ſo contemp- ( 
tible, and obnoxious to the multitude ; yea, and to wile : 
men of the World too : That a praQical Chriſtian, or a| * 
publick-ſpirited man, ſhall have much ado to paſs for a\ n 
== and Loyal Subje, and nat be reputed a Rebel, a| | 
Fanatick, a Quaker. 

But will you know how it comes to paſs? Thus itis , | * 
They will not, by any means that Chr:ſt can «ſe, under- 
and,nor be converted nor ſaved ; therefore they ſhall not | 
underſtand, nor be converted, nor ſaved, Eſay 6. 9, 10. | | 
Ma:1.3.15, They will believe Sara» that pramiſes proſpe- | | 
rity to lin, yea, Life and Salvation, (as he did to our Firf 
Parents ; or, as the Pope promiſed the Powder-Traitor:) 
rather than believe Gd, who threatens Hell aud Damna- 
tion, if men do nor Repent of, and forſake their Sins. 
Therefore, God delivers thens up to Satan, ſo to be delud 4d, 
that the light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt ſhall nor ſhine 

w#nto them, 2 Car.4.3,4. Eph.2.2. 2 Theſ.2.9,10,11,12. 
For, otherwiſe, how could it poſſibly be 2 chat, having 
heard the Goſpel preach'd perhaps tweaty, forcy, three- 
ſcore Years, they ſhovld not know the very firſt princ:ple 
of Chr:/tiamty : namely, that we are all as Traitors born 
jnto the World,and withal condemned to ſuffer Eternal Tor- 
gents 
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| ments in Hell Fire , being only reprieved for a time, to ſee 


_— 


if we will ſue out our pardon 1 Chriſt: And that God by iis 
Ambaſſadors of the Miniſtry, daily offers a Pardon in ten- 
dring Chriſt #nto #7, upon the condition of Faith and 
Repentance, ( which is ſuch a ſpeRacle of unſpeakable 
mercy as Might raviſh onr Souls with admiration ! ) 
And itand it our, being ſo far trom accepting a Pardon 
thankfully, that we refuſe, and,contemn it, yea, in a man- 
ner deride the offer thereof ; for we oppoſe the Goſpel, 
pel, aud perſecute.C þrift in his Members, 
And ſuppoſe you Tell them the danger of chis , and 
make it never ſo clear, that Chr:ſ# takes what is done un- 
to them, that believe in him, as done to himſelf, and 
will accordingly revenge it : Their blockiſhneſs is ſuch, 

be they never ſo wiſe in other things) that they can con- 
fate all, with this only argument, That, they are xo ( hange- 
lings, They are as = as their fore-fathers, or thoſe 
amongſt whom they hive : And they neither delire ro oe 
betrer, nor wiſer ; yea, it were a ridiculous (ingularity 
ſo to be. A plain confeſſion, that they are yet the Dewi!'s 
children, 

Set. 17. 

F Or we are to take notice ( and I wiſh men would) that 

through the Rebellion, and Diſobedience of our 

Firſt Parents, the Root of all Man-kind, with whom the 
Covenant was made as pnblick, perſons, both in behalf of 
themſelves, and all that ſhould proceed ont of their 
Loyns : Weare conceived in Sin, born the Children of 
Wrath, and adjudged to Eternal! Death , fo ſoon as we 
Lived a temporal life, By one Man Sin entred into the World, 
and Death by Sin, aud ſo Death paſſed «por all men, in whom 
all have ſinned,as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Roms, 5. 12, to 31, And 
as inthe lirtle and tender bud, is infolded the /ef the bloſ- 
ſom, and the fruit ; even ſou theheart of a young Child, 
4 buxdle and pack of folly, as Solomon athrms, Pro, 22.15. 
and Moſes the like, Ger. 6.5, $, & 21. Our firſt Parents 
were the Koot, we are the branches ; they the fonntain, we 


the 
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the ſprings : If the Root be bitter, and the Fountain filthy, 
the branches and ſprings cannot be better : whence holy 
David cries out, Behold 1 was ſhapen in Inquity, aud in Sin 
did my Mother conceive we | Plal. 51. 5. And Moſes Gen, 
6.5. The thoughts of man's heart are evil, even from hi 
ehild-hood, Gen. 8,21, | 

Of a Leprous F ether or Parent,is begotten a Leprome Son, 
Nor can a Woolf _ other than a #oolf ; or a Serpent, 
than 4 Serpent : Nor are we Chriffsans, by being born of 
Godly and Chriſtian Parents : Grace is not like Land, in- 
heritable. | 

So that as under the Law,the Farber that was Circnumc:- 

ſed, begot a Son uncircumciſed , and of the ſame graiz 
chat is chreſhed, and winnowed from the ffraw and I , 
ſprings up other grain ; but therewith alſo grows the like 
Sus and chaff,which was there-from purged. In like man- 
ner,a Serpent that hath /off hu Pings endring with another 
ſuch Serpent; the young ove 1ngendered, hath a Ring notwith- 
ſtanding : So a regenerate mary begerteth a Child meerly 
natural and #xregexerate,.Whence our Sav1owr tells Nicode- 
2w,That, Except a man be born again,he cannot enter into thr 
Kingdom of God, John 3.35. So you ſee,that Sin and Cor- 
ruption are the riches we bequeath to 0:1r Children ; Re-+ 
bellion the inheritance that we have purchaſed for them; 
Death the wages that we have procured them, 

By all whicn it appears, that we are nor born Chriſtian; 
awntill we be new born, by the Immortal ſeed of the Ward, and 
the Spirit's powerful workzug with it, And when any one is 
thus new-born,ic will appear by this: Regeneration or New- 
birth, ts a creation of new qualities 11 the ſoul, as being by 
nature only evil-diſpoſed. Or thus, In all that are born 
a new is achangse wrought ; both in the judgment, from 


error to tr«th, and in the wif, from evi/ to good, andin the | 


affeftions, from lovingevil,and hating good,to love good and 
hate evil , in the whole man,from darkneſs to light ,and from 
the power of Satan wyto Ged, Nor is there any one 0 
that ſmall number, whom Chr:F hath choſen out of on 
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World, but is able to ſay , I bleſs God, his Word and Spi- 
xit hath wrought in me ſuch « change, and ſtrange alte- 
rition, that it hath opened mine eyes, that were blind be- 
fore ; inclined my will to obedience, which before was 
rebeltious ; ſoftned my heart, ſanRified and quite changed 
my affeRions : So that 1 now love that good, which before 
I hated, and hate that evil, whith beforel loved ; and am 
delighted with thoſe holy exerciſes, which heretofore did 
moſt diſpleaſe me ; and am diſpleaſed with thoſe vain 

leaſures, and filthy Sins, which in times paſt, did moſt de- 

ight me. And accounts the ſame ſuch a Mercy, that no 
tongue is able to exprels it | 


| Sett, 18. 

WL me: boaſt nor thy ſel, of being the ſame thou 

wert ever; but be aſhamed, that no means will 
ſerve to work this Change in thee. God hath left nothing 
undone, that could have been done, that he might draw 
us to himſelf, that ſo he tnight make us Eternally bleſted. 
Yeazhis very Judgments are ſent unto us in mercy; he hath 
inflicted lefler puniſhments, for preventian of greater ; 
ſuffered us to be Affliifted, that ſo we may not be Damned, 
Bur ſo far have you been, from being prevailed withall 
hicherto,ceither by his #ord, Mmfters, Mercies, or Fudg- 
wents, to amend your lives, and work out your own Salya- 
tions with fear and trembling ; that you have malicioufly 
perſecuted ſuch, as wold not _be' as wickedly careleſs as 
your felves. Are you not aſhamed of it ? do you not think, 
it were juſt with Ged, to deprive you of ever having any 
more opportunities of grace and ſalvation ? 

O my Brethren,conlider,I beſeech you,before it proves 
too late : And think not as Lot's Sons in-law, that we ſpeak 
to you in jeſt , leit you feel the fire of God's wrath in ear- 
neſt, It isno light, nor ſlight thing, to refwſe the offer of 
Grace, ad a Pardon, from Pic a Ged and Redeemer ; who 
defires 101 the Death of a ſinner, b:1t rt her that he wonld turu 
from [13 e211 ways and live, Faek. 33. 11. 

Again, 
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Again, let a'l envious Caixs, ſcothng 1hmaels, curſing 
Shimes, railings Rabſhekes, flouting 7 #brah's, and Sands 
ballas, aid all the like God-baters, that carty an akeing 
tooth, againſt every good man they know ; take notice, 
that, it is no I:zht, nor {light thin2, to contemn and abuſe 
the Godly, who are uaco God, as the Signet mpon bis right 
hand, Jr. 32. 24. yea, 4s the Apple of his own oye, 
Tack. 3 #.*: ---; 

For i© Chriſt will come in flaming Fire,to render vengeance 
unto them,uhich kw hijz not : how terrible will he appear, 
ro tis profeſs'd eaemies? who wittingly, willingly, and 
maliciouſly oppoſe aad perſecute him in his Memoery, all 
they can 3 certainly, ſuch mult look for a whole Vol 1me 
of Plagnes inche next Life, choigh they eſcaps in this, 
Or, if at the Sreat Day men ſhall be bid, Dep.rt into ever- 
lafting torment 5,for not feeding,clo:hing viſiting , what ſhall 
become of thoſe, raat maliciouſly ſcoff at Religion, and 
perſecute c briſt in his members ? Which is the dept of (in: 


For he that deſpiſeth, traduceth, or any way wrougs one | 


that velieves in Chriſt, ( eſpecially one of his Erabaſla- 
doars of the Miniſtry ) ffrikes at the Image of God in him, 
by whoſe Spirit he both ſpeaks, and aQts : And God takes 
it as if it were done to himſelf, For proot of bot", ſee 
Pſal. 44.32. and 74+ 4+ 10.18, 22, 23, and $3. 2.5.6, and 
89. 50,51. and 139. 20, Prov. 19. 3. Rows. 1.30. and 9.20, 
Matth. 10.22. and 25.45. I Sam. 17.45. Iſai, 37.422, 
23,28. and 54.17. A#.5.39. and 9 4,5, Job 9.4. 1 Theſ. 
4. 8. fohn IJ5.20, 0 26, Num.16 11.1 Sam.8.7. Mark 9. 
42. Fer. 17.18, Pſal, 79.12. 2 King. 2. 24. O that men 
wo 114 b11t ſeriouſly coaſt ler theſe Scriptures,aad be warn- 
ed by them, that ſo they may no lonzer fizht againſt the 
araces of G:d's Spririt,waereſoever they appear;when they 
did vow axd propaſe in their Baptiſm, to fight nuder Chriſt's 
banner, anainſt the World, the Fleſh, and be Dewi , ardto 
continue his faithful Souldiers, and Servants unto their I1925 
ends, As all the reaſon in the World thoa ſhouldlt : (ince 


hs laid dow-1 his Life t9 Redeem thee, when thou walt in 
. 


ant 
fg! 
nil) 
fi 


of 


a ſad condition ; and,ever ſincethou wert born,protectes, 
| and provided for thee, For we know, that « very Dog,will 
fight for his Maſter that feeds him : whereas, thou contra- 
| fy rakeſt up arms againſt thy Cyeator,and Redeemer ; and 

fghteſt for his greatelt enemies, Sz, and Sathan: O think 

this ! for, it nothing elſe had been, or ſhould be more 
ſpoken than this alone , it ſhould me-rhinks break the 
heart of the moſt Rupified Worldling alive. Wherefore, 
dally no longer wich God, and your own Souls : Goed is juſt, 
and he hath ways enow to puniſh us, we have no way 
to eſcape him. And Salvation is a matter of remer mo- 
ment, than to put off the care of it to the laſt puſh, ECſ- 
pecially, when God has told us before hand, that if we wif 
not regard nor hearken unto bym when he calls upon us for Re. 
pentance, he will not hear ner regard #s , when in our diſtreſs 
ard anguiſh, we ſhall call uyon him for mercy ; but even laugh 
at our DeſtruBtion, and mock _when our fear cometh, Prov. 1_ 


24, to 33». 


| Sett. 19. 


Ur I were as good ſpeak to /1veleſs ftoxes, or ſenſcleſs 

plants, or witleſs beaſts, as to men hardned with the 
cuſtom of Sin, and fore-ſtalled with prejudice; yea, ir 
were an unreaſonable motion in me, if I ſhould requelt 
minds prepoſleſs'd with prejudice, to hear reaſon. Since 
the World, and the Dewil, hath ſo fore-ſtalled their judge- 
ments therewith againſt God's people, and goodneſs it (elf, 
that they reſolve never to be better than they are. And 
where Satan hath ſet this his porter of prejudicag though 
| Chri# himſelf were on Earth, that ſol would 


e 


, 


ſhould I hope to prevail ? 


Piety in others, yet, not in them ; for they are out of all 
hope to be healed : For what is light to them that will hw: 


ears from he..ring it? Avd men of their condition, do on 
purpoſe 


an ill 
conſtruction, of whatſoever he did or ſpake. How then - 


For though 00d comſel from God's word, may kindle 


their ez:5 againlt it? or reaſon to them that will ſtop their 
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ſhou!d ſee with their eyes, and hear with their ear1,and nnder 
ſtand with their hearts, and ſs ſhou!d be converted, as our Sa- 


viour ſhews, Math.13.15. and St. Panl,Afs 28.27. They! 


xe like the deaf 4dder, they will not hear what is ſpoken, 
or if ſo, they woald not be charmed, charm che Charmer 
never ſo wiſely : Or like ſome fly Fly, which being bee 
from the candle an hundred times, and oft finged therein, 
yet will return to it again, untill ſhe be conſumed, Prov, 


23. 35. All rhoſe BeaFs that came into the Ark unclean, : 


came likewiſe ot unclean. They have been tao long lick 
of Sin, ro be recovered , and will rather be confounded, 
than reformed : They have brazes brows, iff necks, 
#:circumciſed ears, blinded eyes, fat and heavy hearts, o- 
darate ſouls, as firong as a ſtone, and as hard as « neather- 
mlftone, as Extehkzel hath it, chap. 11. 19. by reaſon 
whereof, it comes to paſs , that thoſe who are filthy, 
will be filthy till, in ſpight both of Law, and Goſpel; yea, 
They are ſtark dead to all ordinary means, as may be 
ſeen both by Teſe:moames, Deut. 17. 12, Prov. 1. 245 
25, 26. Heb. 10. 28, Hoſ. 4. 14, 17. Iſa. 57.17. And 
likewiſe, by remarkable examples, 1 Sams. 2. 229 f0 26, 
2 Chron. 25. 16, 20. 

What ſhould 1 more ſay ? If thou beeſt an habituated 
ſinner, blinded and fore-{talled with prejudice, and re- 
ſolved to go 0! in thy wicked courſes, and do, as others 
do, without either conſcience of fin, or guidance of rea- 


ſon : Tnou art dead in Sin,and not onely Dead, as Fairw's | 


daught as, Mat. g 25. nor onely Dead, laid out, and 
coſfin'd, the Widdow's ſon of Naim was, Luke 7. 14 
but dead, coffin'd aud buried, as Lazaru was, John rr. 39. 
eve: ti} thou ſt:akeſt in the Noltrils of God, and all good 
me: : $9 tha: I have no other meſlage to deliver unto 
thee, then that /igilere Captain delivered, together with 
a Dzachs wo md to his ſleeping Centinel ; Dead 1 found 
thee, and dead I leave thee, 
Oaely thoa, O Father , (to who: nothins is hard) 
; 


purpoſe ſtop therr ears, and wink, wich their eyer, left t | 
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. if it be thy good Pleaſure , ( as why not, ſeeing it will 
'* make much for the Glory of thy Grear Name, to ſave , 


ſuch a mighty Sinner, who Maxaſſes like, hath multi- 
lied offences, above the number of the Sand of the 
a, and is bound down with many Iron bands) ſay unto 
his Soul, live ; yea, quicken thou him, O Mercifull #e- 
deemer, who art the Fountain of Life. It is true, thy 
angry threatning againſt Sinner, is importable : but thy 
mercifull promiſe is unmeaſurable, and unſearchable : 
Thou therefore that art able to quicken the Dead, and 
make even of, Stones Children to Abrahams , mollifie theſe 
ſtony hearts, we beſeech thee, with the Blood of the 
Lamb, and make of theſe Children of the Devil, John 8. 
44+ Members of thy Son Jeſm Chrift, 

So having taken my leave of Obſt:nate and reſolved 
Sinners, and not willing to ſer in a Cloud, I ſhould 
in the next place avſwer ſundry Objettions, that men 
will be apt to raiſe ; then give you ſundry” #ther re«- 
ſons, after that the ſes, and [alt of all, I ſhould Advertiſe 
ſo many, as are willing to imbrace good counſel, and 
accept of Salvation, through the free grace of God, in Jeſus 
Ws The perſons 1 would ſpecially Advertiſe, are of 
five forts : 


[ gnorant . 


"i Crd, 


lhe & Formal. 
Prophaxe. 
( Covetour. 


Namely, ſuch as reſolve to grow Rich again, and to 
recover what they have lately lolt by the Fire ; not ca- 
ring how they ge:, bur what they can get. And therein make 
plam to them : | *" 

1. The impoGhoility of thriving, withoi: the concur= 
rence of God's bleſſing upon ther meeavours. 

2. Tae little good their riches will do chem, EX-EP! ut 
he giv21 them in love. 
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3- The uncertainty of Riches, being obtained. 

4. The beſt, and onely way to become Rich indeed : 
But fbre-ſeeins, that it I ſhould make of all but one Vo- 
lame, they would ſo ſwell the heap, that, not a few would 
be deprived of the whole. He will buy a Mausual or 
Enchiridion, that will not buy a Commentary; and he 
will read a Cxrranto, that will not read a Chromical Hi. 
fory. Wherefore, ſince I find not a Prelidett, 1') take 
ſewe to make one, in breaking off thus abruptly. 


V 


Poſt. 
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Poſtſcript. 


Any Readers,when off ered my Books, 
Till tell the Vender, they can have 
them for nothing,or little more than nothing : 
Therefore to prevent this plea, and that be 
may have for his time and pains, Know ; That 
by reaſon of Dammage by the late Fire, they 
. Can no longer be given, or ſold to loſs. And 
by reaſon of the riſe of Paper and Printing, 
if men think them not worth a penny a Sheet, 
[ ſball not think them worth my labour. Only 
| bere are three Sheets by way of Adventure, if 
. they firſt bring in what zs laid out, expect 
the like Cantles, untill the ſeveral parts ſhall 

be compleated : Otherwiſe farewel Printing, 

welcome reſt, and a retired life, ſays 


Your impartial and 
compatſhionate Monitor 


R. Y. Ib) 


